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                      MEETING MINUTES 

               BLANDFORD SELECT BOARD  
                                  March 21, 2022 

   6:00 pm 
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION 6:00 pm                                  Meeting held in the Select Board Chamber, Town Hall 
 
In attendance:  C. Letendre, Chairman; T. Ackley, Member; T. Cousineau, Member; C. Dunne, Town 
Administrator. 
. 
OPEN SESSION 6:00 pm                Meeting held in the Select Board Chamber, Town Hall 
 
1.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2022 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2022, as written. 
T. Cousineau Seconded 
All in Favor 
 

b. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of March 07, 2022 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 07, 2022, as written. 
T. Ackley Seconded 
All in Favor 
 

c. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2022 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2022, as written. 
T. Cousineau Seconded 
All in Favor 
 

d. Examination of the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2022 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2022, 
as written. 
T. Ackley Seconded 
All in Favor 
 

 
2. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION / PUBLIC COMMENT:  
None 
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3. ACTION ITEMS 
a. John Kelly 61 Gibbs Road - culvert replacement 
Mr. Kelly met with the Board to discuss the culvert problems on Gibbs Road.  Kelly offered pictures of the 
drainage problems and ultimate flooding.  Much of this flooding is caused by beaver dams on Springfield Water 
& Sewer property.  Letendre explained that we have been trying to work with Springfield Water to get this 
project done which Blandford believes they should not be required pay for as it is not Blandford’s property.  
This matter is in the hands of Town Counsel and until this is resolved and Springfield Water takes responsibility, 
our hands are tied.  Highway Superintendent, Dave Waldron reported he has scheduled a meeting with DEP on 
March 29, 2022, at 10:00 am.  The meeting will be held on Gibbs Road.  Conservation is invited as well.  
Letendre asked if we could ask for emergency approval from Board of Health for the beaver trapping based on 
the flooding undermining the road. Waldron stated that the DEP is looking into that.  Mr. Kelly will join 
Waldron at this meeting. Letendre stated the Town will push forward trying to resolve this situation. 
 
.   
4. DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 
Board of Health:  Jennifer Girard and Bret Hartley joined the Board at the request of Christopher Dunne, Town 
Administrator.  Dunne reported that The Department of Environmental Protection has reached out to him to let 
us know that they have not been receiving any paper tonnage from the transfer station in the last 6+ months.  
The waste removal company is supposed to weigh it, process it, and based on the market value; the Town 
potentially gets a rebate back for recycling paper.  We are one of the only communities in the last 6 months to a 
year, and possible longer, that has not had our recycled paper go to the Springfield facility, so we are missing 
potential payments for that. He reached out to Waste Management, the company that manages the Springfield 
facility, and they provided reports that demonstrate that.  Dunne asked if he was correct in stating that USA 
Hauling is not taking our recycling paper to Springfield, rather to their own facility in Enfield which is contrary 
to their contract.  Girard stated she is receiving checks monthly.  Dunne suggested this may be for plastic and 
not paper.  Dunne reported that DEP has indicated that these companies are required to bring these recycled 
materials to the Springfield facility and this same problem has happened in other communities.  Although we do 
not know if this was done intentionally or not, it should be corrected.  Bret Hartley will investigate this. Dunne 
asked Girard if she would gather the checks she is received.  Girard will take care of that. 
 
Highway Dept – D. Waldron: 
Beech Hill Road Culverts:  Four culverts replaced on Beech Hill Road recently. 
North Blandford Road:  The shoulder work here is going very well. 
Springfield Water & Sewer:  Waldron received an email from Springfield Water asking if Highway and 
Conservation are available on Friday, March 25 to visit various sites with the Water Commissioners in 
Blandford. They are preparing to install two informational kiosks regarding conservation information.  Letendre 
questioned what these kiosks are for and where they will place them.  Waldron will investigate this. 
FRCOG:  Dunne will meet with Waldron to provide the information FRCOG requires for the town to participate 
in this regional RFP for oil, gasoline, and propane for FY23.  
Mack Truck:  Letendre inquired about the new Mack Truck.  Waldron reported the truck is in for repair for the 
third time.  Letendre requested that Waldron investigate the Lemon Law and encouraged Waldron to keep close 
records of the problems with this vehicle.  Ackley suggested we speak to Town Counsel before this gets out of 
hand.  Letendre agreed and requested Waldron reach out. 
Flat-Bed Replacement:  Waldron reported that replacing this vehicle could take up to a year. 
 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. ARPA Funds 
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Hilltown Community Ambulance is asking for ARPA funds of $1,500 to bring their building up to OSHA 
standards.   

MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to approve the Hilltown Community Ambulance request for 
$1,500 in ARPA funds to bring their building up to OSHA standards. 
C. Letendre Seconded 
All in Favor 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. All Department Expense Report 
The Board reviewed the report.  Several of the line items are close or over budget due to increased pricing on 
utilities, fuel, oil and road salt and sand. 
 
b. Town Administrator Reports 
Budget:  The Finance Committee and Dunne met with the Town of Chester Finance Committee, Chief Weidhaas 
and Superintendent Smidy from the Gateway School District and talked about the education stabilization fund.  
Next week, they will be meeting with the Building Inspector, Planning Board, and Recreation.  Letendre asked 
how the Police Budget went.  Dunne reported that Chester Finance took a pretty strong line against the level of 
increase that was presented.   
Annual Town Meeting/Special Town Meeting: Town Treasurer, Sara Hunter, requested a special town meeting 
for a few things that need to be brought forward.  It was decided that this late in the year, we would wait for the 
Annual Town Meeting in June. 
MEMA Shelter Requirements:  The Board has discussed the potential need for Blandford to have an emergency 
shelter.  Dunne supplied a list of what is required by MEMA to establish an emergency shelter, which is 
extensive.  Dunne is looking into any grants MEMA or DPH may provide to make these upgrades so the Town 
Hall can serve that purpose. 
Collins Center:  The Town was in the process of working on two studies with the Edward J. Collins Jr. Center 
when the last full-time Town Administrator departed: a Compensation and Classification study as well as a 
Capital Improvement Plan.  Most of the Compensation and Classification study is complete but it looks like the 
Capital Improvement Plan has not been taken care of.  Dunne will follow up with the Collins Center.   
Canna Dash Host Community Agreement:  The draft host community agreement has been distributed to all the 
appropriate departments.  Since we are about 99% completed with this draft, the Board approved sending this to 
Town Counsel. 
ADA Transition Plan:  In 2020, the Town sought a community development block grant to do an ADA 
Transition Plan (Americans with Disabilities Act) to look at all town-owned property and see where we are 
lacking in ADA compliance, as well as how to bring these properties into compliance.  The Board studied the 
various potential buildings to be used and discussed project priorities. 
Green Communities:  Dunne attended an online seminar March 15, 2022, that the Green Communities division 
hosted.  Based on that presentation, it sounds like heating fuel funding opportunities are limited.  However, in a 
conversation with Chief Weidhaas during her budget request meeting, she indicated that they would be looking 
for a hybrid vehicle which can be partially funded under Green Communities. Dunne is putting this grant 
application together and it is due April 22, 2022. 
Hampden County Retirement System:  The Board discussed whether there is any interest in the legal effort to 
get these misappropriated funds back.  Blandford does not feel this would be substantial enough to pay for legal 
fees required.  Letendre would like to know what the lost funds are to be recovered and what the legal fees 
would be before we agree to move forward. 
District Local Technical Assistant Project:  Dunne is working with the Town of Chester on this project to 
investigate hiring a shared water system operator or superintendent.  The kick-off meeting was this week with 
Gordon Avery, Water superintendent as well as the Chester Water Commissioners and Kathe Warden, Town 
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Administrator for the Town of Chester.  Dunne will work with PVPC to get the scope of the work completed.  
The next meeting is March 30 at 5:00 pm. 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS, IF ANY: 
None 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm 
 
7.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Executive Session in accordance with G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(2) to discuss strategy with respect to collective 
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the government’s bargaining 
or litigation position 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to table Executive Session until the March 28, 2022, Select 
Board meeting. 
T. Ackley Seconded 
All in Favor 

 
TABLED ITEMS: 
a. Request from the Building Commissioner to consider seeking appropriate authorization to amend 

existing unregistered vehicle bylaw 
b. Shepard Farm Update 
c. Police Office Safe 
d. PC Replacement Plan  
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation/public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chairman and limited to two minutes.  
Participation/public comment is only limited to Blandford residents who may comment on agenda items only. 
 
**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point, this meeting may go into 
executive session if Selectboard finds it warranted. 
 
 
 

 
Submitted by Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Select Board 
 and Town Administrator 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Ackley, Member 
 
______________________________ 
Theodore Cousineau, Member 

 


