
 
 

 
 

                              
 
 
 
 

        MEETING MINUTES 
                     BLANDFORD SELECT BOARD 

                                         September 27, 2021 
       6:00 pm 

 
Members of the public who wish to dial-in or participate virtually, may do so by visiting either of the following 
options: 
 � Zoom Video Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87116077710 
 � Meeting ID: 871 1607 7710 

� Phone Dial In: 1-929-205-6099, dial in meeting ID when prompted 
 
If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 
Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 
 
1.  OPEN SESSION 6:01 pm                Meeting held in the Select Board Chamber, Town Hall 
 
In attendance:  C. Letendre, Chairman; T. Ackley, Member; T. Cousineau, Member, absent; J. Garcia, Town 
Administrator 
 
2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of September 7, 2021 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of September 7, 2021 as 
written 

 T. Cousineau Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
b. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of September 13, 2021 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of September 13, 2021 as 
written 
T. Ackley Seconded 
T. Cousineau Abstained 
Motion Passes 

 
3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION / PUBLIC COMMENT:  
None 
 
4. ACTION ITEMS 
None 
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5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS:   
a. Sperry Road Update 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move this agenda item to Tabled Items until the Board 
receives all the research requested 
T. Cousineau Seconded 
All in Favor 
 

b. Highway/Fire Building Project Update 
Garcia reported on the progress of the Highway Fire building project.  October 14, the Request for Quote (RFQ) 
package will become alive and available.  On October 21, there will be a mandatory informational meeting for 
those that are looking to submit an RFQ.  October 26 will be the last day for questions from respondents.  
November 5 all responses will be due.  Once those responses are vetted, they will be short-listed so those that 
met the criteria outlined in the RFQ will be contacted for possible interviews on December 9, and hopefully by 
December 16 we can get to a point where we can start negotiating with the selected respondents.  The 
anticipated execution contract date will be December 22, 2021.  The timeline will be 3-6 months for design 
phase but while that’s going on the Treasurer, Sara Hunter, will figure out what our bond and borrowing 
capacity might be and our in-house options for funding. 
 
c. State Grant Awarded for North Blandford Road Repair 
Garcia and former Highway Superintendent, Rene Senecal, worked on a strap grant from MassWorks to repair 
North Blandford Road.  Although it’s not officially confirmed until we receive an award letter from the State, 
we received communication from Representative Pignatelli regarding Blandford’s approval of MassWorks grant 
proposal that was submitted.  We are looking at receiving $999,000.  Letendre thanked Garcia and Senecal for 
all their hard work it took submitting and following through on this grant. Garcia gave a shout out to 
Representative Pignatelli and Senator Hines for all their help and support in this long process. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Review All Department Expense Report 
The Board reviewed the current all department expense report and found no concerning issues. 
 
b. Springfield Water – Intergovernmental Agreement 
Garcia reported that the Town received communication from Springfield Water & Sewer requesting that we sign 
off on this intergovernmental agreement which will allow them to access and fix public ways that belong to the 
Town that are in Springfield Water’s Watershed area.  They are stating that they will do this at no cost to the 
town.  Garcia shared this with Town Counsel to review and they are asking that no action take place at this time.  
Garcia raised a couple questions about what town wants to do long-term with these roads; if it’s important to 
maintain control and if so, should the Town start to maintain for passive recreation.  An example is Julius Hall 
Road which is a public way.  Does the Town decide to take care of its own or is there an opportunity to 
negotiate to allow public recreation on this loop?  Garcia is in favor of having our area representatives meet 
with Springfield Water to better develop a mutual partnership here that will benefit both Blandford and 
Springfield Water.  Letendre believes this is a great opportunity taking a step back noting these are our roads.  
We don’t necessarily want to drive on them however we also don’t want to relinquish any more of our town 
properties to Springfield Water.  Garcia stated that he, Hines and Letendre spoke about negotiating with 
Springfield Water to join and ask them to maintain certain areas as passive recreation trails.  Garcia mentioned 
that jointly, Springfield Water and the Town could apply for an MVP Action Grant to help turn some of these 
areas into passive recreation.  Letendre stated that residents want passive recreation on these properties.  She 
further stated ‘it would be a great idea to work with Springfield Water to apply for this grant instead of butting 



 
 

 
 

heads and fighting as we have in the past and to build on the tremendous headway Garcia has made in these 
negotiations.     If we can come to this agreement together, we stand to gain a bit more and be able to use the 
property for recreational purpose’.  Garcia spoke of the problem of Blandford being ‘under-represented on this 
issue while Springfield Water has a number of legislators representing them.  We learned this very quickly when 
we started to navigate the Cobble Mountain situation.  Here is an opportunity to show that what Blandford is 
asking for is not anything radical.  What we are asking for is fair and reasonable.’  Letendre further stated 
that ’even if Town Counsel gave us the go-ahead, she would like to wait for our legislators to have had an 
opportunity to talk about this situation.  Senator Hines is reaching out to area legislators to have a conversation, 
so we’ll wait for that.’   
   
c. ABCC 2022 Annual Retail Renewals 
Garcia presented the letter he is sending to the two businesses in Blandford that hold a liquor license, The 
Blandford Country Store, and the Blandford Country Club.  He is asking if the Board intends to waive the 
liquor license fee again this year.  Letendre agrees that businesses are still struggling with COVID, so she is in 
favor of waiving the $300 fee. 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to waive to $300 Liquor License renewal fee to liquor 
license applicants this year. 
T. Ackley Seconded 
All in Favor 

 
d. Transition Plan for Town Administrator Position 
Letendre started the meeting congratulating Garcia for his winning the primary race for Mayor of Holyoke and 
how the Board is immensely proud of what he has accomplished, both for the Town of Blandford and his bid for 
Mayor.  Garcia and Letendre did some research and made a short list of potential experienced folks that do this 
kind of work to gap-fill for others and serve as interim to help with transitions.  Most folks we contacted were 
already committed with projects.  The one that we connected with, and she is available is Wendy Foxmyn who 
will be at the October 4, 2021 Select Board meeting.  Wendy was one of the first Circuit Writers in the 80’s for 
Blandford.  She’s been doing Town Administrator work most of her career and including Deerfield.  She’s no 
stranger in the game and she can help with the search process for the new Town Administrator.  Garcia is hoping 
she will start soon as he is looking at taking an unpaid leave of absence so he can concentrate on his campaign.  
Letendre would like to see an overlap here.  The goal is to possibly have her start on October 5th.  Garcia can 
work for her for a week and hopefully have her contract ready for review on the 4th. 
 
e. Russell Stage Road 
Ackley is asking that one day a week, the Highway Department go down and smooth the ditches on Russell 
Stage Road which needs some maintenance. Letendre asked them to put their questions in writing so Waldron 
can address this on Monday.  Ackley reported this road needed attention right now, so Letendre asked that 
Garcia contact a Highway employee now to mitigate the circumstances on Russell Stage Road and again asked 
Cousineau and Ackley to write down what their questions are about our roads to present to Waldron on Monday.   
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS, IF ANY: 
 
8.  TABLED ITEMS: 
c. Request from the Building Commissioner to consider seeking appropriate authorization to amend existing 
unregistered vehicle bylaw 
 
9.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 



 
 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:44 pm 
 
10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
None 
 
**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point, this meeting may go into 
executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted... 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation/public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chairman and limited to two minutes.  
Participation/public comment is only limited to Blandford residents who may comment on agenda items only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Select Board 
 and Town Administrator 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Ackley, Member 
 
Absent________________________ 
Theodore Cousineau, Member 
 


