Minutes

Special Town Mécting

Mareh 22,2021

At the Special Town Mceting March 22; 2021, registered voters took the following actions:

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will voteto transfer from the Building Stabilization
Fiund an amount to pay for an Owners Project Manager (OPM) that will provide assistance with
finalizing a project 'scope and cost for building 4 new highway garage and rehabilitating the
existing highway garage to make 1eady for Fire Department use, ‘or take any otheraction relative
thereto.

HEAR FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

As amended: ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will voté to transfer from the Bulldmg
Stabilization Fund $120,000 to pay for an Owners Project 1 \/Iana;_:,el (OPM) that will provide
assistanice with finalizing a project scope and cost for building.a new highway garage and
1ehab111tat1ng the existing highway garage to make ready for Fire Department use, or take any
other action relative thereto.

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS

Motion made and appropriately seconded:  Article passed unanimously

Moderator Hopson declared a consent agénda for the following articles, 2 through 7.
ARTICLE 2; To see if the Town will vote:to transfer from the FY2]1 Water Dept.
Testifig account (#225450 006) the sum of $1,010.00 to pay forprevious fiscal year Howard
Laboratories, Inc..invoice-#032149WCS that was not included in the encumbrandes, or takeany
other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 3: To see if-the Town will voteto transfer from the FY21 Water Department
Maintenance account (#225450.028) the sum of $65.73 to pay for previous fiscal year Casella
Waste Services invoice #41365 that was not included in the encumbrances, or take any other
action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will voteto transfer from FY21 Highway Expenses



account (#015422.002) the sum of $193.50 to pay forprevious fiscal year Westfield Glass
Company mnvoice #8008 that was not included il the encumbrances; or take any other action
relative thereto.

ARTICLE 5: To seé if the Town will vote to transfer from the FY'21 Treasurer’s
Expense account (#015145.002) the sum of $99.70 to pay for previous fiscal year mileage
reimbursement to the Assistant Treasurer/Collector that was not-included in the encumbrances,
or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 6:. To see if the Town will vote to fransfer from FY21 Fire Department
Expenses account (#015220.001) the sum-of $77.02 to pay for previous fiscal year First Net
invoice #28729201387708192019 that was not included in the encumbrances, or take any other
aetion relative thereto.

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will voteto transfer from FY2! Fife
Department Expenses account (#015220.001) the sum of $40.45.to pay for previous fiscal year
Sentry Uniform & Equipment invoice that was not included in the encumbrances, or take any
other action relative thereto.

Finance committée récommends
Motion to vote onarticles 2,3, 4, 5,6 and 7 appropriately inade and seconded,
Consent agenda articles passed unanimously

Moderator Hopson called for a consent agenda for articles 8 through 11.
ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to transfer from FY21'Water Department.
Capital Expenses account (#225450.029) the sum of $5,000.00 to the FY21 Water Department

Breaks and Repairs account (#225450.005); or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 9; To see if the Town will vote to transfer from FY21 Water Education
Training account (#225450.018) the sum of $1,500.00 to the FY21 Water Department Breaks
and Repairs account (#225450. 005); or take-any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 10: To see.if the Town will vote to transfer from FY21 Town Consultant. _
Services. (Economic Development D irector) account #015182.000.the sum of $3,000 fo.the FY21
Transfer Station Salaries account #0155 10.010, or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 11: To.see if the Town will vote to transfer from FY21 Town Consultant

Services (Economic Development Director) account #015182.000 the sum of $3,000 to the FY?21
External IT Support account #015192.004, or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance committee recommends. _ |
Motion made and appropriately seconded to vote on consent agenda articles 8, 9,10 and- 11.
Consent agenda articles passed unanimously

ARTICLE 12: To. see if the Town will vote to amend Aiticle X X1 of the General Bylaw
entitled, “Revolving Funds,” by deleting therefrom the following;



Board of Health Perc
Tests --salaries and
costs relative to such

Fees received i
connection with
Percolation Tests

Board of Health

program.
Board of Health Feesand receipts Board of Health
Trash Bag Program - | received in connection

with the sale of
Transfer Station Trash
Bags to residents

purchasing frash bags

and inserting in place thereof the following:

Board of Health Fees réceived in Board of Health
Inspections and Perc | connection with

Tests - saluries and Inspectionsand

costs relative to such | Percolation Tests

Program

Board of Health Fees and receipts Board of Health

Demolition Material | received in connection
with the receipt of
demolition materials at

the Transfer Station

Or take any other dction relative thereto.

And, further, to establish the following fiscal year spending limit for such funds:
Board of Health Inspections and Perc Tests - $10,000
Board of Health Demolition Material - $5,000

Finance committee recommeénds
‘Motion made and appropriately seconded; Article 12 passéd unanimously

ARTICLE 13: To see.if the Town will vote to aniend Town Bylaw, Article X. Highiways,
Section 8, Offenses and Penaltics, by deleting:

Any person using a public way (o transport loads in excess of ten (10) tons for a five day
period or more, shall post with the Town a bond or cash in the amount of tweo thousand
(52,000) dollats per mile. Said public way shall be inspected by the highway
superintendent to determine the cost of repair by the hauler, for damages caused by
transportation of loads, which shall be borme by the hauler.

as-contained therem and insertinig in place thereof the following:



Any person using a public way to transport 1ads in excess of (10) tons, shall post with
the Town a bond or cash in the amount of twenty-five thousand ($25,000) dollars per
mile. The bond shall include the transportation routes that will be utilized. Said public
way shall be inspected by the highway superintendent to determine thecost of repair by
the hauler, for damages:caused by transportation of loads, which shall be boine by the
hauler

Or take any other action relative thereto.

Finance Committee recommends.
Motion made and appropriately seconded; Article 13 passed unanimously.

Moderator Hopson called for a consent agenda for articles 14 through 30

ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-law, SECTION I:
PURPOSE, by deleting:

The purposes-of this Bylaw are to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the
inhabitants.of the Town ¢f Bland ford; toprotect and conserve the value of property
within. the Town; and to secure. safety from fire, congestion, or confusion, all in accord
with the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Chapter 40A.

as contained therein and inserting in place thereof the following:

These regulations are enacted to promiote the general welfdre of the Town of Blandford,
to protect the health and safety of its inhabitants, to encourage the most appropriate use of
land throughout thetown, 6 preserve the cultural, historical and agricultural heritage of
the community, to Increase the amenities of the town, and to reduce the hazard from fire
by regulating the location and use of buildingsand the area of open space around them

all as authorized by, but not limited to, the provisions of the Zoning Act, G.L. c. 404, as
amended, Section 2A of 1975 Mass. Acts 808,-and by Article 89 of the Amendments to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Ortakeany other action relative thereto.

HEAR FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

ARTICLE 15: To.see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law SECTION IT:
NONCONFORMING USES, by deleting:

2.1 USE OF STRUCTURE



The fawful use of any structute or land existing: at the timic.of the enactment or
subsequent amendment of this Bylaw may be contintied although such structure or use
doesnot conformn tothe provisions of the Bylaw.

2.2 ALTERATION

A nonconforming structure may be altered, repaired or rebuilt, but such alteration or
restoration shail not depait furthét from the requirements of this Bylaw than the
nonconforming condition or conditions éxisting in such structure priot tosuch alteration
Or restoration. '

as contained. therein and inserting m place thereof the following:

2.1 APPLICABILITY

This zoning By-Law shall notapply to structures or uses law fuliy in existence or lawf ully
begun, or to-a building or special pertit issued before the first publication of notice of
the public- hearing on such relevant portion of the By-faw required by G.L.¢. 40A,s. 5.
Such. prior, lawfully existing nonconformlng uses and structures may. contmue provided
that no modification of the use or structure is accomplished, unless authorized hereunder.

2.2 NONCONFORMING USES

The Board of Appeals may issue a special permit to.change or substantially extend a
nonconforming use in-accordance with this section only if it deterniines that such change
or extension shall not be substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconf ofming
use fo the neighborhood.

Or take any otler action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will voté to amend the Zonihg By-law, SECTION II:
NONCONFORMING USES, by deleting:
2.3 Extension. Any structure or land, or part thereof, which at the time this Bylaw is
adopted is being put to a nonconforming use.may be altered: or enlarged in that use to an
extent not.exgeeding 25 percent of the area at thetime this Bylaw is adopted,

2.3.1 In appropriate cases and with appropiate safeguards, the Board of Appeals may
grant special permits to further extend nonconforming uses with respect to farms located
1h the residential district.

as contained therein and inserting in place theteof the following:

2.3 NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES

The Board of Appeals may issue a special permit to reconstruct, extend, alter, or ‘change a
nonconforming structure in accordance with this. section only if it determines that such
reconstruction, extension, alteration, or change shall not be substam_ia]l'.y more:
detrimental than the existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood.

Or take any otheraction relative thereto.



ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law SECTION II:
NONCONFORMING USES, by deleting:

2:4 ABANDONMENT _
A nonconforming Use which has been abandoned fora year or more shall riot be
reestablished, and any future use shall conform with this Bylaw.

2.5 CHANGES
Once changed to a conforming use, no structure or land shall be perinitted to revert to a
nonconforming use,

as contairied therein and inserting in plage thereof the following:

2.4 SPECIAL PERMITREQUIRED

Except as provided in subsection 2.5, below, the reconstruction, extension or structural
change of a nonconforming structure in such a manner as to increase an existing
nonconformity, or create a new nonconformiity, including the exténsion of an exterior
wall ator along the same nonconforming distance within a required yard, shall réquite
the issuance of a-special permit from the Board of Appeals.

2.5 NONCONFORMING SINGLE AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
STRUCTURES

Nonconfotming single-family and two«famlly residential structures may be reconstructed,
extended, altered, or structurally changed upen a deterrination by the Building Inspector
thatsuch proposed reconstruction, extension, alteration, or change does not increase the
nonconforming nature of said structure. The followmg circumstafices shall ot bé deemed
to increase the nonconforming nature of said structure:

a) Alteration to a structure located on a lot with insufficient area where the
alteration will- comply with all current setback, yard, building coverage, and
building hieight reqiirements,

b) Alferation to a‘structure located on a lot with insufficient frontage where the
alteration - will comply with all current setback, yard, building coverage, and
building height requirements.

¢) Alteration to a structure Wthh encroaches upon one or more required yard.or
setback areas, where the alteration will comply with all current setback, yard,
building coverage.and building height requirements.

Inthe event that the Building Inspector deteimines that the nonconfoiming nature of such
structure would be increased by the proposed reconstruction, extension, alteration, or
change, the Board of Appeals may, by‘special permit, allow such reconstruetion,
extension, alteration, or change where it deterimines that the proposed modification will
not be more detrimental thar the existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood..

Or take any other action relative thereto.



ARTICLE 18: To see-if the Town will vote to amend its Zoning By-law Section I1:NON
CONFORMING USES, fo insert iew Sub Sections 2.6: ABANDONMENT OR NON-USE, 2.7
RECONSTRUCTION AFTER CATASTROPHE OR DEMOLITION, and 2.8: REVISION TO
NONCONFORMITY, as follows,

2.6 ABANDONMENT OR NON-USE

A nonconforming use or structure that has béen aband oned, or not used for a period of

two years, shall lose its protected status and be subject to aIl of the provisions of this
zoning B_y -Law.

2.7 RECONSTRUCTION AFTER CATASTROPHE OR DEMOLITION
A nonconforming single-family or two-family structure may be reconstructed asof
right after a‘catastrophe or after-demolition-in accordance with the following
provisions:

a) Reconstiuction of said premises shall commence within two years after such
catastrophe or demolition; and

b) Building(s) as reconstructed shall be located on the same footprint as the
original nonconforming structure, shall be only as great in volume or area as the
original nonconforming striscture, and shall meet all applicable requirements for
vards, setback, and height.

[n the event that theproposed reconstruction would cause: the structure toexceed the
volume or area of the original nonconforming structure or would exceed applicable
requirements for yards, setback, and/or height or would cause the structure to be
located other than on the original footprint, a spemal permit for such reconstruction
shall be required from the Board of Appeals prior to such demolition.

2.8 REVERSION TO NONCONFORMITY
No nonconforming usé or structure shall, if chariged to a conforming use orstructure,
1‘_'<-:v;31‘t to a 110110_011'f01ming use gr structure,

Or take any-other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law SECTION 111
ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS, Sub Section 3.3.3 BOUNDARIES OF RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICT and BOUNDARIES OF BUSINESS DISTRICT, as follows:

by deletmg in Subsection 3.3.3, BOUNDARIES OF RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, the following
language contained-in the third pclragraph beginning in line nine:

[t proceeds northerly along the western boundary of lot 12 to the southem boundary of lot
111-0- 19, (aka 70 Main Street),

and inserting in place thereof the following language:

1t proceeds northerly along the western boundary of lot 12 to the southern boundary of lot
111-0- 19; (aka 79 Mair Street).



and further by deletingin Subsection 3.3.3, BOUNDARIES.OF BUSINESS DISTRICT, the
following language contained in the third paraglaph

The. business will continue fron the. intersection of Russeil Stage Road aind Maple Lane
including all of the lots between Maple Lane and the Mass Tumpike mcludmg lot 30
AKA 10 Maple Lané. Then continuing along the western border of lot 29 then west along
the southern borderof lot 5 then southerly along the east side of lots 8 and 9- (aka'4 and 6
respectively) and westerly along the southern border of lot 9 to North Street.

and inserting in place thereof the following langliage:

The business district will continue from the intersection of Russell Stage Road and Maple
Lane including all of the lots between Maple Lane and the Mass Turnpike including Jot
30 AKA 10 Maple Lane. Then ¢ontinning along: the westem border of lot 29 then west
along the southern border of lot 5 then southerly along the east side of lots 8-and 9 to the
east side of north street then south al ong the west side of lot 109-0-9 and. along the west
side of lot5 109-0-10 (aka 6 and 4 north street 1espectwe1y)

Or take any othet action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law SECTION IV;
PROVISIONS FOR DISTRICTS, Sub Section 4.1: RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, Sub Section
4:1.1: Uses Permitted; Sub Section 4.1.1.6, by deleting:
(a) No display of goods or advertising outside except fora sign not more than 2 square.
feet. ' '
(by Loeation of standing signs. Minimum distance from public right of way, twelve (12)
feet fromintersection, twenty-five (25) feet.

(¢) Such occupations shall include but not be limited to: Architect, Hairdresser, Art
Gallery, Interior Designer, Boutique, Laundress, Craft Shop, Real Estate, Dressmaker,
Carpenter, Home Manufac_tul_mg, Paintet, Plumber; and Electrician

{d) Office for the practice, by a resident, of a recognized profession, i.e. doctor, déntist,
lawyer.

as contained therein and inserting in place thereof the following:
(a) Such occupations shall include but riot be Iimite_d to: Architect, Hairdresser, Art
Gallery, Interior Designer, Boutique, Laundress, Craft Shop, Real Estate; Dressmaker;
Carpénter, Home Marufacturing, Painter, Plumber, and Electrician
(b) Officeforthe practice of a recogitized proféssion, i.e. doctor, dentist, lawyer.

Or take any other-action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zonmg By-law SECTION V:
ADMINISTRATION & SIGNS by deleting:
5.2 SIGNS

5.2.1 Maximum Size: 6 square feet (except in residential zone, se¢ Section 10.2.9).



5.2.2 One sign per business.
5.2.3 Moving signs of anty type are specifically prohibited.
5.2.4 Nlumination: moving and flashing signs are prohibited..

5.2.5 Time: No sign may be illuminated between 12 P.M. and 6 A, M. except signs
identifying police and fire stations and public telephones.

5.2.6 The provisions of Sections 10.2.3 - 10.2.5 shall apply not only to.exterior signs but
also to interior signs that are designed or placed 50 as to shine through windows-or. doors
ofthe. bulldmg

5.2.7 Temporary signs for sale orrental of property ard temporary signs for contractor:
when building are permitted.

52.8No non-accessory sign shall be erected or maintained.

5.2.9 Inresidential areas, signs are permittéd only with specific peimission from the-
Board of Appeals. In this area, signs shall be two (2) square feet maximum. Location of
standing signs — minimuin distance from public.right of way, twelve ( 12) feet- from
intersection twenty-five (25) feet.

5.2.10 Detailed plans for the design-and placement of any sign nwst be Subniitted to the
Board of Appeals.

as contained therein and inserting. in place thereof -the.-followin_g_:
5.2 SIGNS
5.2.1 PERMANENT SIGNS
Any sign that is permanently attached toa building or to any wall orto posts that are

placed below the frost line in the-ground or atfached to a concrete foundation, This
includes window signs orany other sign that is intenided to'be pérmanert.

5.2.1.} Maximum size: six (6) square feet in all districts
5.2.1.2 One sign per business.

5.2.1.3 Moving signs of ady type ai¢ specifically prohibited.
5.2.1.4 Hlamination: Moving and flashing signs are prohibited.

5.2.1:5 Nosigns can be illuminated between 9pm and 6am except sighs illuminating
police and fire stations.

5.2.2 TEMPORARY SIGNS _

Any sign, including its supporting structure; and which is riot permanently mounted. This
includes any sign des’ign'e‘d to be transported, inclu’din'g-but not limited to trailer signs and
signs with an “A or T framie used for suppoit.

5.2.2.1 Yard sale signs must be placed three days before an event and removed the day
afterthe event,



5.2.2.2 Temporary signs ulcludmg property forsale or rént and contractor signs during
construction are permitted and must not exceed four square feet.

5.2.2.3 No non-accessory signs shall be erected or maintained.
5.2.24 Ta’f:mporaiy signs are. to be maintained for a peried of no more. than three months.

523 PLACEMENTOE SIGNS

No sign may be placed within twelve (12) feet of the edge of any road or s0. as to
constitute a hazard to pedestrians or vehicular traffic. No sign shall be placed within the
clear sight triangle 50 as to obstruct the clear visibility ‘at the intersection in a manner that
will jeopardize thesafetyto vehicles or pedestrians.

Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to amiend its Zoning By-law SECTION V:
ADMINISTRATION & SIGNS, by inserting new Sub Sections, as follows:

5.2.4 SIGN PERMITS.
Detailed plans for the design and placement: permanent must be submitted to the board of
appeals. The permit feeis twenty dollars ($20.00) payable to the Town of Bland ford.

5.2.5 Any sign, temporary ot perimanent, that i§ larger than six (6) square feet in size,
must have a special permit from with the Zoning Board of Appeals.

5.2.6 All signs must be kept in good repair. Any sign that has peeling paint or is damaged
in any way must be repaired within thirty daysof notification by the building inspector or
face removal,

Or take any other action relative thereto,

ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will voteto amend Zoning By-law SECTION V:
ADMINISTRATION & SIGNS , by deleting lanignage contained therein as follows:

54 ENFORCEMENT

5.4.1 This By-law, and any amendmient thereto, shall be administered by the Building
Inspector who shall bé appointed fora period of ene (1) year, or until a suecessor is.
appointed. He shall receive remuneration for his duties in an amount to be set by the
Board of Selectmen. He shall approve no application for permits required under this
By-law for buildings or structures of any kind for wlnch pldns and specifications, and
intended use are not in all ways in confoimity with this By-law. He shall have full
authority with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to prosecute in any Court of
proper jurisdiction, any action, suit or proceeding for the enforcement of this by-law.

5.4.2 This By-law shall be enforced by the Selectmen ora Building Inspector
appeinted by them. No building shall be built or structurally altered and no use of land-
or a building shall be begun or changed without a permit. having been issued by the



building Inspector. No building shall be oceupied until a certificate ‘of occupancy has
beeh 1ssued by the Building Inspector.

5.4.3 Any person violating any of the provisions. of this By-law shall be fined not less
than twenty (20) dollars or miore than fifty (50) dollars for each offense. Each day that
such violation continues shall constitute a separate offense.

5.5 BOARD OF APPEALS

A Board of Appeals is hereby established as provided under the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Chapter 40A to consist ‘of three (3) meimbers and
three (3) associate members, to pass upon matters which may be brought before: them.
They shall be appointed by the Selectmen for terms of one, two, and three years the
ternt of one: member expiring each year. Thereafter, appointments arc to. be for three 3)
years, Vacancies shall be filled by the Selectmen for the balance of any unexpired term.
No member shall act in any ¢ase i which he may have a personal or financial interest,
an associate member being designated in such cases by the Chairman of the Board of
Appeals.

5:5.1 Method of Appeal

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Selectmen, or their appointed inspector, may
appeal from such decision to'the Board of Appeals created by this Bylaw:

5.5.2 Time of Appeal

An appeal may be made at any time not later than thirty (30) days.after the occurrence
causing the grievance.

5.5.3 Public Hearings and Notice

In-the case-of every appeal made to said Board and of every application 'fOI‘:pél‘mif- or
variance made to it under the provisions of this Bylaw, the Board of Appeals shall hold
a public.hearing to consider the appeal or application in question ‘and shall cause a
notice thereof to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of
Blandford not less than fourteen (14) days before the date set for said hearing and shall
cause a copy of the notice to be sent by USPS mail to all abutting land ewners as shown
by the-records of the Assessors of the Town of Blandford and to any other person or
persons who, in the opinion of the Board of Appeals, may be interested in said
-application or appeal.

554 Special Permits

Atall times hereafter the Board of Appeals may grant a special permit for an exéeption,
as provided by seetions of this Bylaw, where it shall have found that the use involved
will not be detrimental to the established or future character of the neighborhood and
Town and subject to.appropriate conditions or safeguards if deemed necessary.

5.5.5 Variances



Atall times hereafter, after giving notice and holdlng any pubhc hearing in the manner
provided by this By-law, the Board of Appeals may authotize, with respect to a
particular building or parcel of land, a-variance from any of the terms of this Bylaw,
owing to conditions especially affecting said bulldlng ot parcel but not affecting
generally the Zoning District in which it is located, a literal enforcement of the
provisiotis of this Bylaw would involve substantial hardship to the owner of said
building or parcel and where désirable relief may bé granted without substantial
detriment to the public good and without substaiitial derogation from the intent or
purpose of this Bylaw, but not otherwise.

Or take any other relative action thereto.

ARTICLE 24; To see if the Town will vote to'amend Zoning By-law SECTION V:
ADMINISTRATION & SIGNS, by deleting:

5.6 APPEALS TO HOUSING COURT

Any person-aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Appeals may appeal to the

Superior Court sitting in equity for Hampden County, provided that'such appeal is filed
in-said Court within twenty (20) days after such decision is recorded.

5.7 AMENDMENTS

as contained therein and inserting in place thereof the following:
5.4 APPEALS
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board-of Appéal or aity special permit
granting authority, or by the failure of such Board of Appeal or special permit granting
authority to take final'action within the required time, may appeal from such decision or

failure to act ta a court of competent jurisdiction within the time and in the manner
provided pursuant to G.L. ¢, 404, § 17.

5.5 AMENDMENTS

Or take any otlier action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town will voteto amend Zoning By-law, by deleting:
SECTION VII: PLANNING AND ZONING AUTHORIZED TO.ACT
A Planning Board and Board of Appeals are hereby authorized to act under the General

Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Chapter41 —Sections 81K-81GG, The
Planning Board shall consist of five elected members.

as contained therein and inserting in place theréof the following:
SECTION VI ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES

Or take any other action relative thereto.



ARTICLE 26: To see if the Town will voteto amend its Zoning By-law SECTION V11,
by insérting new Sub Sections, as follows:

7.1 ENFORCEMENT OFFICER; PENALTY ; PERMITS; EXEMPTIONS:
7.1.1 BUILDING COMMISSIONER
The Building Commissioner appointed under the provisions of MGL c¢. 143 and Chapter

753 of the Acts of 1968, as amended, is hereby designated and authorized as-the officer
-charged with the interpretation and L_nforcemen_t_of this bylaw.

1.2 VIOLATIONS
Ii the Buﬂdmg Commissioner is informied or his reason to believe that any provision of
this bylaw is being violated, he/she shall make or cause to be made an investigation of the
facts and- inspect the property where such violation may exist,

7.1.3 ENFORCEMENT

If vpon.such in‘vesliigation' and inspection he/she finds evidence of such viclation, he/she
shall give notice thereof in writing to tlie owner and octupant of said premises and
demand that such violation be abated within stclrtime as the Building Commissicner
deems reasonable. Such notice and demand may be given by mail, addressed to the owner
at his address as it then appears on the records of the Board of Agsessors of thie Town and
tothe occupant at the address of the premises..

7.1.4 FURTHER ACTION

If after such notice and demand the violation has not been abated within the tinie
specified therein, the Building Commissioner shall, as he/she may be duly authorized,
institute appropriate action’ or procéedings in the name of the Town. of Blandford {0
prevent, correct, restrain or abate.such violation of this bylaw.

7.1.5 PENALTY

Anyone who violates a provlslon of this bylaw, including without limitation any-teim or
condition of a variance, site plan review decision orspecial permit, shall be punishable by

a fine of not more-than $300 for each offense. Each day during which any ‘portion of a
violation continues under the ptovisions of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

Or take any otlieraction relative thereto.

ARTICLE 27: To. see if the Town will vote to amend its Zoning By-law SECTION VII,
by inserting new Sub Sections, as follows:

7.2 BOARD OF APPEALS

7.2.1 ESTABLISHMENT

There shall be'a Board of Appeals of three members appeinted by the Select Board for
Three-year term. The Select Board shall also appoint three associate metbers of the
Board of Appeals. The appointment, service and removal -or replacement of members and



associate members and otheractions of the Board of Appeals shall be as provided for in
MGL e. 40A.

7.2.2 Powers the Board of Appeals shall ave and exercise all the powers allowed to it by

MGL Chapters40A, 40B, and 41 and by this bylaw, mcludmg but not limited to the
following:

a) To hear and decide applications for special permits when desighated-as the
SPGA herein.

b} To grant, upon appeal or petxtxon with respect to particular land or structures or
to an existing building thereon, a variance from the terms of this bylaw where,
owing to circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography of
such land or structures and owing to conditions especially affectmg such parce] or
such building biit not affecting generally the zoning district in which it is located,
a literal enforceirent of the provisions of this bylaw would involve substantial
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the appellant, and where desirable relief may
be granted without substantial dctnmenl to the public good and without nullifying
or substantially demgatmu from the intent or purpose of this bylaw. The Board of
Appeals shall not grant use variances.

¢} To hear and decide appeals taken by any person aggrieved by reason of his
mability to obtain a permit or-enforcement action from any adminustrative officer
underthe provisions of MGL c. 40A §§ &'and 15 or by any person including an
officer or board of the Town aggrieved by ah orderor decision of the Building
‘Commissioner or otheradministrative official in violation of any provision of
Chapter 40A or of this bylaw.

d) To hear and decide comprehensive permits for construction of low or moderaté
incomie housing by a public agency or limited dividend or nonprofit corporation,
as.set forth in MGL c. 40B, §§.20-23.

<) To st as a board of appeals: for purposes of MGL c. 41, § 817, and issue
permits in accotdance therewith,

7.23 RULES AND REGULATIONS

The: Board of Appeals may-adopt rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Zoning Bylaw, for the conduct of its business and fof purposes of G.L.
c.40A, and shall file a copy of such rules in the office of the Town Clerk.

7.2.4 FEES o
The Board of Appeals may adopt reasonable techiical review fees for petitions for
special permits, variances, administrative appeals, and applications for comprehensive
perniits in accordance with its regulations.

7.2.5 VARIANCES

The Zoning Board of Appeals may grant, upon appeal or petition, with réspect to
particular land or structures or to an existing building thereon, a variance from the terms
of this bylaw where, owing to circumstances reiatmg to the soil conditions, shape ar
topography of such land or structures and owing to conditions especially affecting such



parcel or structures. but not affectmg generally the zoning district in which it is located, a
literal enforcement of the provisions of this bylaw would involve substantial hardship,
financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant, and where desirable relief. may be:
granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without hullifying or
substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of this bylaw.

The Board of Appeals shall not grant us¢ variances,
Or tdke any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 28: To see if the Town will vote to ameénd its Zoning By-law SECTION VII,
by nserting-new Sub Sections, as follows:

7.3 PLANNING BOARD

7.3.1 ESTABLISHMENT

Pursuant 1o MGL c. 41 and Chapter 753 of the Acts of 1968, there shall be @ Planming
Board of five elected members,

7.3.2 POWERS
The Planning Board shall have and exercise all the.powers granted toit by MGL
Chapters 40, 40A and 41 and by this bylaw, including but not limited to the following:

a) To hear and decideapplications for special permits when designated as'the
SPGA. herein.
b} To review site plans pursuant to § 9.1,

7.3.3 ASSOCIATE MEMBER

The Select Board shall appoint an associate member (o serve for one year, or until
replaced. In the case where the Planning Board is the SPGA, the Chairman of the.
Planning Board may have the associate member sit 6n the Board for the purpose of acting
on a spectal permit application, in thecase of absence, inability to act, or conflict of
interest on the part of any member of the Planning Board or in the event of a vacancy on
the Board.

7:3.4 RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Planning Board shall adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions
of the Zoning Bylaw:for conduct of its business and otherwise carrying. out the purposes
of said Chapter 40A and this bylaw, and shall file a copy of such rules in the office of the
Town Clerk,

7.3.5FEES _ . -
The Pla_nnin;g_ Boardmayadopt 1fe_asm'nab1¢_ administrative fees and techiical review fees Tor
applications forspecial pemmits and sité plan approval in accordance with its regulations.

Or take any otheraction relative thereto.



ARTICLE 29: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law, SECTION IX, by
deleting: -

SECTIONIX: SITE PLAN REVIEW
as contained therein and inserting in place thereof the following;
SECTION IX: SITE PLAN REVIEW AND SPECIAL PERMITS
Or take any other relative action thereto.

ARTICLE 30: To see if the Town will vote te amend its Zoning By-law. SECTION IX
by inserting new Sub Sections, as follows:

9.2 SPECIAL PERMITS

9.2.1 SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY
Unless' specifically designated otherwise, the Boaid of Appeals shall actas the Special
Permit Granting Authority.

9.2.2 CRITERIA

Special permits shall be granted by the Special Permit Granting Authority, unless
otherwise specified herein; only upon its written determination that the adverse effects of
the proposed use will not outweigh its beneficial impacts to the town or the
nelghbmhood in view of the paiticular characteristics of thesite, and of the proposal in
relation 1o that site. In addition to any specific factors that. .may beset forthin this By-
Law, tlie detertnination shall include consideration ‘of each of the following:

i

a) Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal;
b) Traffic flow.and safety, including parking and loading;

c).Adequacy of utilities and other public sérvices:

d) Neighborhood character and social structures;

¢) Impacts-on the cultural; historical, and natural environmients; and

f) Potential fiscal impact, inéluding impact on town services, tax base, and
employment..

9.2.3 PROCEDURES
An apphcatlon for a special permit shall be filed in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Special Permit Granting Authority.

9.2.4 CONDITIONS

Special permits may be granted with such teasonable conditions, safeguards, or
limitations on time oruse; including performance guarantees, as the Special Perniit
Granting Authority may deem necessary to serve the purposes of this By-Law.

9.2.5 PLANS

An applicant:for a spesial permit shall submit a plan as required by-and in substantial
conformance with the rules and régulations of the Special Permit Glantmg Authority. The
provisions of this Section should not apply to applications for $peeial permits to
reconstruct, extend, alter, or structurally change a nonconforming single or two-f: amily



stricture. The SPGA ‘shall establish procedures. governing such applications by
regulation.

9.2.6 REGULATIONS
The Special Permit Granting Authority may adoptrules and regulations for the
administration of this section.

9.2.7 FEES
The Special Permit Granting Authority may adopt reasonable administrative fees and
technical review fees for applications forspecial permits,

9.28 LAPSE

Special perinits shall lapse within 24 months, not including the time required to pursue or
await the determination of an appeal referred toin G.L.c. 40A,’s.17, from the grant
thercof, if a substantial us¢ thereof has not sconer commenced except for good-cause. or,
inthe case of perinit for comstruction, if construétion has not begun by such date except
for good cause..

Oi take any other action relative thereto,

Motion made and appropriately seconded to vote 6n consent agenda articles 14, 15, 16. 17,
18, 19,20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30.

Consent a__gend-a‘ articles passed unanimously.

Certified copy of vote
Attest
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Dorls Iennolo “Town Clerk
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