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Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 

G.L.C. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 

that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Blandford Select Board will be conducted via remote 

participation to the greatest extent possible.  Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so 

by visiting either of the following options: 

 � Zoom Video Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87116077710 

 � Meeting ID: 871 1607 7710 

� Phone Dial In: 1-929-205-6099, dial in meeting ID when prompted 

No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted unless you are on the agenda ahead of time, 

but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 

technological means.  In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Town of 

Blandford website a transcript or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the 

meeting. 

 

If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 

Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 

 

1. Open Session at 6:00 pm      Meeting is recorded             Meeting held virtually/Zoom 

 

In attendance:  C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Member, absent; T. Ackley, Member-Absent; J. Garcia, 

Town Administrator 

 

2. EXAMINATION OF THE MEETING MINUTES: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2021 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2021 as written. 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

b. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2021 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to Table the Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2021 until E. McVey 

returns on March 8, 2021 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

 

 

Blandford Town Hall 

1 Russell Stage Road Suite 1 

Blandford, MA  01008 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BLANDFORD SELECT BOARD 

March 01, 2021 

6:00 pm 

 

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 

SELECT BOARD 

 



 

 

 

2 

 

c. Examination of the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of February 8, 2021 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to Table the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of February 8, 

2021 until E. McVey returns on March 8, 2021 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

 

3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

 

4. ACTION ITEMS: 

a. Review and Take Action on FY20 Contract between the Town and the Executive Office of Elder                                
Affairs for $22,500 for Outreach Services provided through the Southern Hilltown Consortium 

Garcia explained that this is a reimbursement from the Executive Office of Elder Affairs.  Their office if behind 

in administrative work due to COVID so the reimbursement is dated and must be re-approved. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the FY20 Contract between the Town and the 

Executive Office of Elder Affairs for $22,500 for Outreach Services provided through the Southern 

Hilltown Consortium 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

   
b. Review and Take Action on Special Town meeting Warrant 

Garcia explained that this is the same warrant that was presented for the February 22, 2021 Special Town 

Meeting that was cancelled due to inclement weather. The warrant has one minor change on an old bill.  The 

Warrant must be approved and reposted.  The Special Town Meeting is re-scheduled for March 22, 2021. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Special Town Meeting Warrant for March 

22, 2021. 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

  

c. Receive Communication from Eversource of its Transmission Vegetation Management Plan 
Letendre noted that this is a yearly communication from Eversource keeping the Town updated on their 

vegetation management plan; removing branches, trees and vegetation and will not interrupt service. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to receive the communication from Eversource of its 

Transmission Vegetation management Plan. 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

d. Review and Take Action on Contract between the Town and the Massachusetts Cultural Council for a 

FY21 Local Cultural Council grant fund amount of $4,800 
Garcia explained that this is a yearly grant awarded to the Cultural Council to fund eligible cultural projects. 

These funds have been responsible for the concert series Historical Society hosts at the White Church.  
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MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Contract between the Town and the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council for a FY21 Local Cultural Council grant fund amount of $4,800. 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 
e. Receive Communication from MA Department of Transportation regarding anticipated Chapter 90 

Apportionment for Fiscal Year 2021 of $257,072 
 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to receive communication from MA Department of 

Transportation regarding anticipated Chapter 90 Apportionment for Fiscal Year 2021 of $257,072 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

f. Review and Take Action on Proposed Electrical Permit Fee Rate Changes 

Letendre explained that these rate changes were posted on the Town of Blandford website for two weeks to 

receive public input before posting.  There were no objections received from the public. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the proposed electrical permit fee rate changes 

as written 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

g. Review and Take Action on Contract between the town and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission for 
the disbursement and use of Emergency COVID-19 Funding made available through the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts Public Health Trust Fund 
Letendre explained this is a contract amendment to provide another installment of funding to support public 

health related work in our community. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the contract amendment between the town and 

the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission for the disbursement and use of Emergency COVID-19 

Funding made available through the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Public Health Trust Fund 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 

a. COVID-19 Update 

Girard reported the Board of Health frustration and failure of the State to allow the town to implement a vaccine 

clinic.  Letendre thanked the Board of Health for all the time and effort they spent organizing this program only 

to have it cancelled at the last minute.  She was informed by the State the Town is required to do 700 vaccines 

per day to qualify managing a vaccine clinic.  

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Tabled Item 8c. Review Draft Host Community 

Agreement between the Town and Pudding Hill Farm, LLC. 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 
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6. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. All Department Expense Report 

The Board reviewed the current all department expense report and found no problems. 

 

b. Discuss Shepard’s Farm 
Mick Brennan, a member of the Historical Commission, Dick Gates of the Conservation Commission and the 

Pioneer Valley Planning Commissions’ Historical Expert, Shannon Walsh joined the Select Board to discuss 

Shepard’s Farm. Shannon spoke to the Board about available grant opportunities to do a feasibility study and 

identify options available the Town can pursue. Shannon reported to the Board that Blandford is a unique town 

because there is an abundance of historic buildings and a lot of the architectural features are still there.  

Shephard’s Farm is believed to be built in the late 1700’s to early 1800’s and stressed that Shephard Farm is a 

priority, and it would be great to get this history documented whether it stays there or not because this building 

is very significant to Blandford. 

 

8.  TABLED ITEMS: 

a. Discuss creating a committee to research and provide recommendations for stipends for elected and 

 appointed Town boards, commissions and committees that exist per Town bylaws 
b. Review and Take Action on Temporary COVID-19 Leave Policy 

c. Review Draft Host Community Agreement between the Town and Pudding Hill Farm, LLC. 
Garcia reminded the Board that the last meeting we discussed this and Letendre requested a business plan 

before deciding on this agreement.  Letendre noted that this agreement has been reviewed by Town Counsel.  

The owners of Pudding Hill Farm requested three changes to this agreement as their business is expected to be 

quite small which cannot support a 3% turnover therefore, they are asking for 1) a 1% profit turnover 2) to defer 

the charitable contribution and 3) reduce the Host Community Agreement to 3 years instead of 5.   

E. McVey was contacted via conference call asking for his opinion on the changes.  McVey agreed with the new 

negotiated terms. 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Draft Host Community Agreement 

between the Town of Blandford and Pudding Hill Farm, LLC as amended which includes the 

adjustment to the charitable contribution 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to New Business 6b. Shepard Farm 

T. Ackley Seconded 

All in Favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm 

 

10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two minutes. 

Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 

 

**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point, this meeting may go into 

executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
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Submitted by Joann Martin 

Administrative Assistant to the Select Board 

 and Town Administrator 

 

______________________________    

Cara Letendre, Chairman     

 

Absent________________________ 

Eric McVey, Clerk 

 

______________________________ 

Thomas Ackley, Member 

 


