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Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 
G.L.C. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 
that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Blandford Select Board will be conducted via remote 
participation to the greatest extent possible.  Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so 
by visiting either of the following options: 
 � Zoom Video Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87116077710 

 � Meeting ID: 871 1607 7710 

� Phone Dial In: 1-929-205-6099, dial in meeting ID when prompted 

No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted unless you are on the agenda ahead of time, 
but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means.  In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Town of 
Blandford website a transcript or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the 
meeting. 
 
If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 
Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 
 

1. Open Session at 6:00 pm      Meeting is recorded             Meeting held virtually/Zoom 

 

In attendance:  C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Member; T. Ackley, Member-Absent; J. Garcia, Town 
Administrator 
 

2. EXAMINATION OF THE MEETING MINUTES: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2021 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to table the Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2021 until the 

 February 22, 2021 Select Board Meeting 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

b. Examination of the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2021  

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of January 25 

 2021 as written. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 
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3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 
 

4. ACTION ITEMS: 

a. Review and take action on Contract between the Town and the Massachusetts Department of 
 Housing and  Community Development for FY2020 Community Development Block Grant  

 (CDBG) of $449,825 
Garcia explained that this will be to coordinate a housing rehabilitation program for income eligible residents 
which is a deferred payment loan of up to $40,000 per eligible household. The funds will also allow the town to 
draft an ADA Compliance Transition plan for public owned buildings. He made note that the state is still in 
process of confirming the CDBG contract with the federal government. Nevertheless, the state is proceeding 
forward with contracts cities and towns so that when federal contract is complete, towns can go forward with 
execution of services.  
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to approve the contract between the Town and MA 

 Department of Housing and Community Development for FY2020 Community Development 

 Block Grant (CDBG) of $449,825. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
b. Review and Take Action on Temporary COVID-19 Leave Policy 
There was a discussion about the Town possibly extending this policy.  It was decided that since Select Board 
Member Thomas Ackley is not in attendance, this decision should wait until the next Select Board meeting. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to table this decision due to T. Ackley absence until the 

 next Select Board meeting February 22, 2021. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
c. Review and Take Action on Contract between the Town and the Massachusetts Executive Office of  Elder 

Affairs to receive $6,000 grant for services offered at the Council on Aging Department 
Garcia explained that this is a yearly grant for COAs across the Commonwealth.  Blandford’s portion by 
formula is $6,000. 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the contract between the Town and the MA 

 Executive Office of Elder Affairs to receive $6,000 grant for services offered at the Council on 

 Aging Department. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

d. Review and Take Action on Contract between the Town and UMass Boston Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center 
 for Public Management to provide the town professional services in the development of a 

 comprehensive, five-year capital improvement plan - $20,000. 
Garcia explained this is the contract between the Town and the vendor that will provide the technical and 
professional assistance needed to help draft a community improvement plan. 
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 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the contract between the Town and UMass 

 Boston Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Management to provide the Town professional 

 services in the development of a comprehensive, five-year capital improvement plan 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

e. Review and Take Action on Contract between the Town and UMass Boston Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center 
 for Public Management to provide technical assistance with reviewing the Town’s classification 

 and compensation system and provide the Town with recommendations on classification and 
 compensation - $15,000 

 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the contract between the Town and UMass 

 Boston Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Management to provide technical assistance 

 with reviewing the Town’s classification and compensation system and provide the Town with 

 recommendations on classification and compensation 
 

f. Review and Take Action on Appointment Certificate to Town Clerk for new Police Chief 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Appointment Certificate to Town Clerk for 

 Blandford’s new Police Chief, Tammy Weidhass 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

g. Review and Take Action on Request for Street and Security Lighting form to request Eversource to  install 

 lighting on a lamp post located at the intersection at Cobble Mountain Road and Woronoco Road in 
 front of 32 Woronoco Road 

Letendre explained that the resident requested this lighting on a pole that is already in place.  Garcia’s explained 
there is no-cost to install and a minimum monthly charge of $9 will be added to the Town street light electric 
bill.  Garcia consulted with the Highway Superintendent to determine the need and they concluded that it’s a 
matter of public safety. When traveling down Cobble Mountain Road toward Route 23, there is an island shaped 
like a triangle in the middle you can’t really see well.   Both the Highway Superintendent and Garcia had agreed 
that it would make sense to place lighting in that area.  
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Security Lighting Form to request 

 Eversource to install lighting on a lamp post located at the intersection of Cobble Mountain Road 

 and Woronoco Road in front of 32 Woronoco Road 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Unfinished Business c. Revisit Electrical 

Permit Fee Schedule – Electrical Inspector 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 

a. COVID-19 Update 

Jennifer Girard joined the Board to present her weekly update: 
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-Massachusetts COVID vaccinations are now available for individuals 75 or order.  Call 211 to schedule an 
appointment.   
-The vaccination scheduling hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm and this is posted on the town of 
Blandford website. 
-Restaurants restrictions have eased.  The seating capacity has increased slightly, and they will now be 
allowed to remain open later in the evening. 
-Gathering restrictions:  Inside group gatherings remains at 10 and outside remains at 25 attendees 
-The Vaccination Clinic in Blandford is progressing, and we are on target for the end of February. 
-Mask Wearing, Social distancing:  Even though you may have received a COVID vaccination, you are still 
required to social distance and wear a mask until we know more about the effectiveness of the vaccine. 
  
b. Review Draft Host Community Agreement between the Town and Pudding Hill Farm, LLC 
Letendre went over the revisions of the draft host community agreement. The main revisions they had was re-
ducing the Community Impact Fee (CIF) to 1% instead of the maximum allowable of 3%; reducing the term of 
Agreement to 3 years; and deleting the charitable contribution. Their argument is that it’s a very small operation 
and will likely cause absolutely no impact on the town that could be "reasonably related" to the operation of the 
micro-business on the business members' property. They say that the owners are still willing to provide 1% as a 
community impact fee and are open to hearing how a 250 square foot grow in a barn on the business members' 
property might have an economic impact on the town (aside from those impacts articulated in the agreement 
that the business is already agreeing to pay - permitting fees, consultants and the like). They also argue that 
shortening the term of the agreement will allow for a quicker renegotiation in the event that something changes. 
In regard to the charitable contribution, they say that the owners do not have investors or financiers and are not 
planning on making millions with this operation - they simply want the ability to grow and sell legally. Letendre 
noted that the draft revisions were shared with Town Counsel who reiterated that the decisions with respect to 
the amount of the community impact fee and the duration of the fee provision are policy decisions to be made 
by the Select Board. Counsel also argues that a longer term would maintain the determined fee provision for a 
longer period.  The fee is intended to reasonably address local impacts.  Letendre requested a business plan.  Le-
tendre believes the Board will get a better picture of what Pudding Hill Farm is intending to develop with this 
plan.  McVey agreed.  This subject will be discussed at a future Select Board meeting. 
 
c. Revisit Electrical Permit Fee Schedule – Electrical Inspector 

The Town Electrical Inspector, John VanHeynigen, joined the Board to discuss bringing the electrical inspection 
fees to be in line with Chester’s fee schedule as both towns use the same inspector and the same permit 
inspection platform.  The Board discussed the individual permit fees. McVey felt strongly that we should post 
the proposed changes for two weeks to allow the public to review and provide the Board with feedback, if any.  
 

MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to post the new electrical fees, via the Town of Blandford 

Town website, to match those of Chester, MA for 2 weeks in order to receive input from Blandford 

Town residents. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
Garcia will post the rate schedule for the Town’s inspection. 
 
d. Master Planning Process and Activities - Update 
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Garcia presented an update of how the Master Planning process is developing.  There were approximately 20 or 
so Blandford residents at the visioning session. Garcia gave a summary of the scope of the meeting.  The large 
group was broken into two focus groups talking about Blandford’s strengths, weaknesses, perceived gaps, etc.  
The group is trying to solicit as much feedback as possible so we are able to develop a community-driven vision 
plan. There will be plenty of other public engagement opportunities to provide citizen input.  
 
e. Shepherd Farm 
Garcia reported to the Board that he met with Mick from Historical Commission and Dick from Conservation 
Commission to discuss Shepherd Farm. There seems to be some competing interest and Garcia mentioned it’s 
difficult to explore one or the other without having a solid direction of what the town wants to do. He is 
requesting that a meeting be scheduled with the Select Board to discuss this long-running problem and build a 
consensus so that we can better navigate the issue.  The anticipated meeting date with the Select Board was 
going to be for Feb. 22 but Garcia had just noticed that date is Special Town Meeting day. Therefore, either 
March 1 or March 8. Garcia said he’ll confirm with Mick Brennan and Dick Gates and get back.  
.   
 
f. Chief Mottor – Investigation into Turnpike Hazmat Concern 
The Town had received a notice from the EPA regarding a hazmat spill from 1990.  Chief Mottor looked into it 
as directed by the Select Board at a previous meeting and found that the EPA is continually monitoring this soil 
which they have determined does not pose a threat at this time, however, the soil should not be disturbed.  The 
law requires that they notify the Town of the restrictions on this property. 
 
g. Planning Board:  special Permit Application – Belle Fleur 
The Planning Board has scheduled a public hearing on this subject on March 3, 2021 via electronically at 7:00 
pm. 
 
h.  Request to have the lights in Watson Park turned on for night-time sledding 
A Blandford resident requested that the lights be turned on in Watson Park.  J. Martin will look into granting 
this request. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. All Department Expense Report 

The Board reviewed the current expense report and found no problems. 
 
MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Reconvening of Executive Session from recessed 
Executive Session Meeting of January 28, 2021 in accordance with G.L. 30A, s. 21(a)(1) to discuss 

complaints or charges brought against a public officer, employee, staff member or individual not to 
reconvene 

 
 Roll Call Vote:  C. Letendre, Aye  E. McVey, Aye 

 
8.  TABLED ITEMS: 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm 
 
10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
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Anticipated Reconvening of Executive Session from recessed Executive Session Meeting of January 28, 2021 
in accordance with G.L. 30A, s. 21(a)(1) to discuss complaints or charges brought against a public officer, 

employee, staff member or individual 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two minutes. 

Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 

 

**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point this meeting may go into 

executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Select Board 
 and Town Administrator 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
Absent_________________________ 
Thomas Ackley, Member 
 


