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Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 
G.L.C. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 
that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Blandford Board of Selectmen will be conducted via remote 
participation to the greatest extent possible.  Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so 
by visiting either of the following options: 
 �Dial-In Number:  (425) 436-6311; Access Code 248324# 

 �You tube – https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjMX9bP223xSJq34P31AVGw 

 
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted unless you are on the agenda ahead of time, 
but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means.  In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Town of 
Blandford website a transcript or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the 
meeting. 
 
If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 
Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 
 

1. Open Session at 5:10 pm      Meeting is recorded             Meeting held virtually/You Tube 
 

C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk; T. Ackley, Member; J. Garcia, Town Administrator; J. Girard, 
Board of Health-via conference call 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to 4c. Interview Candidates for Animal Control 

 Officer 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
2. EXAMINATION OF THE MEETING MINUTES: 

a. Examination of the Select Board  Meeting Minutes of June 29, 2020 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of June 29, 2020 as 

 amended. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 
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 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to amend the previous motion to say:  Approve the 

 meeting minutes of June 29, 2020 as written. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

b. Examination of the Select Board Executive Session Meeting Minutes of June 29, 2020 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Executive Session meeting minutes of June 

 29, 2020 as written. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

c. Examination of the Select Board Meeting Minutes of July 1, 2020 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of July 1, 2020 as written. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

d. Examination of the Select Board Meeting Minute of July 2, 2020 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of July 2, 2020 as written. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

 

3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 
  
4. ACTION ITEMS: 
a. Review and take action on line item transfer requests, if any – Jointly with Finance Committee 

 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to transfer $395.25 from #105145.900 OPEB Actuary 

 Study to #015122.001 Selectmen’s Secretary Salary. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 Finance Recommends 

 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to transfer $415.00 from#015145.900 OPEB Actuary 

 Study to #015192.002 Town Hall Miscellaneous Expense. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 Finance Recommends 
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 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to transfer $122.35 from #015145.900 OPEB Actuary 

 Study to Town Water Bills #015192.010.. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 Finance Recommends 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to transfer $184.93 from #015145.002 Treasurer’s Expense 

 to #015145.003 Assistant Treasurer/Collector Expense 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 Finance Recommends 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to transfer $110.88 from #015145.001 Treasurer’s Clerk 

 to #015145.003 Assistant Treasurer/Collector Expense. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 Finance Recommends 

 
b. Review and take action on reserve transfer requests, if any –Finance Committee with recommendation 

 from Board of Selectmen 

None 
 
c. Interview candidates for Animal Control Officer 

-Theresa Donovan joined the Select Board to interview for the position of Animal Control Officer.  Ms. 
 Donovan is currently the Interim Animal Control Officer in Blandford, as was motioned at a previous 
 Select Board meeting, and she is the Currently the Animal Control Officer for Chester as well.  Letendre 
 welcomed her and explained we will be interviewing one other candidate as well.  The Board asked 
 several questions about the requirements of the position. 
 
-Liza Farrelly joined the Select Board to interview for the position of Animal Control officer.  Ms. Farrelly is a 
 resident of Blandford. Letendre welcomed her and explained we will be interviewing one other 
 candidate as well.  The Board asked several questions about the requirements of the position. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Unfinished Business 5a. COVID-19 Update 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor   
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. COVID-19 Update 

J. Girard updated the Board on the current COVID-19 statistics. Girard noted that most of the area is now in 
Phase III.  The state is still recommending that the Town Hall stay closed.  Letendre asked if there were any 
complaints from residents with this situation the way it is now noting that if it seems to be working at this time.  
The front office responds to the door as people come in with questions that cannot be solved easily.  
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to 6a. Joint Meeting with Chester Select Board 

 which is in progress. 

 T. Ackley Seconded 
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 All in Favor 

  
b. Streamline Permitting Proposal from Full Circle Technologies 

Garcia presented to the Board a proposal from Full Circle Technologies to implement an electronic permitting 
system for the towns of Blandford and Chester (supported by a Massachusetts IT Grant), beginning with 
building needs.   This company was the only qualified vendor that submitted a proposal of the three that were 
invited to bid.  Garcia reviewed the proposal with the building inspector and plumbing inspector of Blandford 
who are also the Building and Plumbing Inspectors for the Town of Chester, and the Electrical Inspector from 
Chester as well as the Town Administrator at Chester.  Garcia recommended to the Board to proceed with a n 
otice of award to Full Circle Technologies.  Garcia said that one accepted, he’ll have a contract ready for the 
Board to sign by next meeting.  The Assistant Town Clerk asked how come the Town Clerk’s office was not 
included in the process.  Garcia responded and mentioned that the intent was to begin with Building needs and 
expand to include other departments that have licensing and permitting responsibilities. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to accept the Request for Proposal from Full Circle 

 Technologie and forward a Notice of Award. 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

   
c. Traffic Accident on Route 23 and North Street 

Tom Ackley, Interim Fire Chief, noted that the Blandford Volunteer Fire Department did a tremendous job 
directing traffic and clearing the area after a main electrical pole was taken down by a tractor trailer stating they 
should be a letter of commendation sent for their hard work.  Garcia invited Tom to join him in his office when 
he’s ready to draft the letter. 
 
d. EJP Request for Proposal for Inventory Supplies – Water Department 

Garcia coordinated the RFP and is recommending to the Board to proceed with a Notice of Award with EJP.  If 
the proposal is accepted, Garcia will send the Notice of Award and draft a contract to have ready for the Board 
to sign by the next meeting.  Letendre noted that this is a no-cost contract that allows the Town a discount on 
purchases for tWater Department needs as-needed and the proposal can be voided at any time. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to accept the bid from EJP for request for proposal for 

 inventory supply and management system and forward a Notice of Award. 

 T. Ackley 

 All in Favor 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Joint meeting with Chester Select Board – Quarterly Shared Police meeting 

The Blandford Select Board joined the Chester Select Board via phone conference for their first joint quarterly 
meeting to discuss the Chester/Blandford Shared Police Agreement.  Also on the conference call was Chief 
Illnicky.  Both Boards agreed that this shared agreement is working extremely well at this time.  It was agreed 
that the subsequent joint meetings will be the second Monday of the October, Jan and April with exceptions for 
holidays at which time it will be moved to accommodate the holiday. The joint meeting ended at 6:20 pm. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to reconvene the Select Board meeting at 6:20 pm and 

 move to 2a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes 

 E. McVey Seconded 



 
 

 
5 

 

 All in Favor 

 
b. Review updated All-Department Expense Report 

The Board reviewed the final FY20 All Department Expense report.   
 
 

 

c. Birch Hill Road Resident Complaint 

Garcia updated the Board on the Birch Hill resident who is having issues with work done by the Town on his 
property that the he would like to have corrected.  Garcia had previously communicated the problem with the 
Highway Department and this will be resolved. 
 

7. OTHER BUSINESS, IF ANY: 

a. Lecrenski Brothers Invoice 

Garcia presented the FY19/20 year-end bill for school bussing.  Even though the schools were shut down in 
mid-March, Town Counsel is recommending we negotiate this final bill with the bus company. Garcia reported 
that Lecrenski is negotiation a 40% reduction on the three remaining months in which we the Town pays 60%.  
This means they are looking for the town to pay $1,812 of the $3,020 we pay a month totaling $5,436 for the 
three months (April, May and June).  Garcia noted that the Town has already paid $3,020 in April.  The Board 
agreed to chose a negotiated amount that they believe to be fair which is 50% instead of 60%. 
 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to send a check to Lecrenski Brothers for $3,000 

 representing one-half of the final transportation bill. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

Discussion:  A portion of this bill has already been paid so the amount will be less than $3,000. 
 

 MOTION:  T. Ackley amended the previous motion of $3,000 to $2,260. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

8.  TABLED ITEMS: 
a. Review updated draft policies for personnel handbook – General Administration 

b. Review draft policies for personnel handbook – Preamble; General Provision; Recruiting; Hiring 

c. Review draft policies for personnel handbook – standards of Conduct 

d. Discuss creating a committee to research and provide recommendations for stipends for elected and 

 appointed Town boards, commissions and committees that exist per Town bylaws. 

 
9.**MEETING ADJOURNED: 
Meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm 
 
10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two minutes. 

Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 
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**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point this meeting may go into 

executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 and Town Administrator 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Akley, Member 
 


