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Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 

G.L.C. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 

that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Blandford Board of Selectmen will be conducted via remote 

participation to the greatest extent possible.  Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so 

by visiting either of the following options: 

 �Dial-In Number:  (425) 436-6311; Access Code 248324# 

 �You tube – https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjMX9bP223xSJq34P31AVGw 

 

No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted unless you are on the agenda ahead of time, 

but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 

technological means.  In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Town of 

Blandford website a transcript or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the 

meeting. 

 

If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 

Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 

 

1. Open Session at 7:01 pm      Meeting is recorded             Meeting held virtually/You Tube 

 

C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk; T. Ackley, Member; J. Garcia, Town Administrator; J. Girard, 

Board of Health-Conference Call 

 

2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

a. Examination of the previous Meeting Minutes of April 27, 2020 

 

 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 27, 2020 as written. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Temporarily Suspended 

 

4. ACTION ITEMS: 

a. Review and take action on submitted hardship request/s to waive the payment of interest and other 

 penalties for late payment of excise tax and fourth quarter real estate and personal property tax, 

 as adopted per the provisions of Section 11 of Chapter 53 of the Acts of 2020. 
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 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the Three (3) Hardship Requests to waive the 

 payment of interest and other penalties for late payment of excise tax and fourth quarter real 

 estate  and personal property tax, as adopted per the provisions of Section 11 of Chapter 53 of the 

 Acts of 2020 that have been submitted to date 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 

a. COVID-19 Update 

Jennifer Girard gave an update to the Board on COVID.  BOH is beginning to identify in preparation for a soft 

opening. 
  
The Library, Laurel Ridge Campground and the Blandford Golf Course have requested procedures to 

re-opening to the public.  

-Girard is working with the Town Clerk’s office to put plans in place for voting 

-BOH is collaborating with other town departments on a project with Hilltown Mobil Market to bring in a 

farmer’s market next to the post office this summer 

-May 6, Governor Baker announced the need to wear masks in public when social distancing is not possible –

BOH received a complaint about the Transfer Station employees not wearing mask.  BOH has made it 

mandatory for Transfer Station employees to wear masks as well as requiring residents to wear masks when 

entering the transfer station.  McVey wondered why residents need to wear masks at the Transfer Station as the 

Transfer Station employees are handling all the rubbish.  Girard replied that as long as the resident doesn’t open 

their window or step out of their vehicle, a mask will not be necessary. 

-May 18 is a target date for a’ ‘soft’ opening for Massachusetts and working quickly putting procedures together 

for Blandford 

-Garcia plans to meet with the Board of Health to start the discussion on re-opening the Town Hall.  Letendre 

asked if Girard believes this will this happen or will it be put off again.  Girard believes this date will happen or 

will it be pushed back as the numbers are still rising in Massachusetts. 

  

b. Transition update of emergency dispatching services – Police Chief Ilnicky 

Police Chief Ilnicky presented the Board with an update of moving our emergency dispatch services from 

Berkshire dispatch to Northampton Dispatch.  Ilnicky noted that the only department that doesn’t use 

Northampton Dispatch is the Fire Department so he has been meeting with Chief Harvey and went through the 

whole process.  Chief Harvey joined the BOS via conference call.  Ilnicky noted the importance of having one 

dispatch center for all emergency services.  Chief Harvey believes, after meeting with Chief Ilnicky, that the 

Town will actually gain better coverage and he is okay with the changes proposed and is requesting training so 

the department can get the most from this new dispatch company.  Ackley noted that Ilnicky’s presentation 

made him a ‘believer’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3 

 

c. Set the Voting Hours from 10am-2pm rather than 10am-4pm - Town Clerk 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to change the voting time on June 22, 2020 from 10:00 am 

 to 2:00 pm rather than 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

 AMENDED MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to amend the original motion of May 11, 2020 

 which read:  ‘change the voting time on June 22, 2020 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm rather than 10:00 

 am – 4:00 pm’ to read:  ‘change the voting time on June 27, 2020 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm rather 

 than 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

  

 

6. NEW BUSINESS:  

a. Water System Update – G. Avery, Water Superintendent 

Avery was not able to join the BOS this evening.  This subject will be tabled until the 5-11-20 meeting. 

 

b. Review All-Department Expense Report 

The Board reviewed the current all-department expense report.  It was noted that the IT Budget is reaching its 

limit. Garcia is working with the Finance Committee on this. 

 

c. Lecrenski Busing Invoices 

Garcia presented the two bills received from Lecrenski for April and May.  McVey asked if we bused anybody 

during this time.  Garcia and the Chester Town Administrator are working together to access options and to see 

if the Town can potentially work with Lecrenski Brothers Bus Company to mitigate hardship. Lecrenski has 

been contacted a couple times and they have not responded yet.  Meanwhile, the Town keeps getting invoices.  .  

Letendre relayed the conversation she heard at the last School Committee Meeting.  The main concern was 

whether this bill should be payed in full; summarizing that if services are not rendered, the bill should not be 

paid.  The conversation led to the concern that surrounding towns want the bus company to remain solvent 

because we will need them in the fall.  Garcia reminded the Board that there was a good faith effort to reach out 

to the company and they have not responded.  Letendre believes that there should be a reduction in the bill as 

the bus company’s overhead has been reduced. McVey stated he wants it to go on record that he is not at all in 

favor of paying a contract for services not rendered.  Ackley agreed.  Letendre recommended we hold until we 

have been able to speak to the bus company.  Letendre stated that she does not believe it is morally right to save 

money during COVID at the expense of a company that provides the Town with such an important service.  

Garcia believes we need to look into this further because he believes that if services were not rendered, the 

Town cannot just write a check.  This will be revisited at the May 11, 2020 BOS meeting. 

 

d. Northern Tree Service Summary 

Letendre inquired about whether the tree service company is done and pointed out an area on the other side of 

the stone wall, right hand side of North Street, which does not seem to be cleared.  Garcia believes this was not 

noted in the initial walk-through.  Whatever the case, he’ll look into coordinating cleanup in that area. 

 

e.  Annual Appointments – J. Martin 
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Martin reminded the Board that annual appointments are due and requested a meeting date for these re-

appointments that are due at this time.  This will be on the May 11, 2020 Board of Selectmen meeting agenda. 

 

f. Purchase Signs for Blandford Graduates of Gateway 

Letendre suggested purchasing flags for the Blandford graduates as they will not be able to participate in their 

graduation because of COVID.  McVey and Ackley believe we cannot use town funds for this purpose.  McVey 

and Ackley agreed to contribute personally toward this process however, and recommended Letendre look for 

other donations as well.  Letendre will work on this. 

 

g. Town Clerk requesting that the Board submit a signed letter by May 20, 2020 regarding the question 

about the Mass Pike entrance that will appear on the ballot 

Letendre mentioned that a motion was made at the last Board meeting.  Kronholm requested that a memo from 

the Board would be the best way to keep a clean paper trail. 

 

7. OTHER BUSINESS, IF ANY 

None 

 

8. TABLED ITEMS: 
a. Review updated draft policies for personnel handbook – General Administration 
b. Review draft policies for personnel handbook – Preamble; General Provision; Recruiting; Hiring 
c. Review draft policies for personal handbook – Standards of Conduct 

d. Discuss creating a committee to research and provide recommendations for stipends for elected and 

 appointed Town Board, Commissions and Committees that exist per Town Bylaws. 

 

9.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 pm  

 

10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

None 

 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two minutes. 

Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 

 

**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point this meeting may go into 

executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
 

Submitted by: Joann Martin 

Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 

 and Town Administrator 

 

______________________________    

Cara Letendre, Chairman     

 

______________________________ 

Eric McVey, Clerk 

 

______________________________ 

Thomas Akley, Member 


