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Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 
G.L.C. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 
that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Blandford Board of Selectmen will be conducted via remote 
participation to the greatest extent possible.  Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so 
by visiting either of the following options: 
 �Dial-In Number:  (425) 436-6311; Access Code 248324# 

 �You tube – https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjMX9bP223xSJq34P31AVGw 

 
No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted unless you are on the agenda ahead of time, 
but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means.  In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post on the Town of 
Blandford website a transcript or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the 
meeting. 
 
If you have any comment regarding items that are on the agenda, please forward to Joann Martin, 
Administrative Assistant, at Selectboardadmin@townofblandford.com or 413-848-4279 x206. 
 

1. Open Session at 7:00 pm      Meeting is recorded             Meeting held virtually/You Tube 
 

C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk; T. Ackley, Member; D. Jemiolo, Town Clerk; J. Garcia, Town 
Administrator 
 
2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of March 30, 2020 
 

 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of March 30, 2020 as 

 written. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

  
3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION/PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Temporally Suspended 
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4. ACTION ITEMS: 
a. Rescind the vote that took place at the March 23, 2020 Board of Selectmen meeting to put the 

 following question on the all-Town local ballot for the May election:  “Do you favor construction 
 of a new exit on the Mass Turnpike between existing exit 2 in Lee, MA and Exit 3 in Westfield, 

 MA providing for access to the Town of Blandford?” 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to rescind the vote that took place at the March 23, 2020 

 Board of Selectmen meeting to put the following question on the all-Town local ballot:   “Do you 

 favor construction of a new exit on the Massachusetts Turnpike between existing Exit 2 in Lee, 

 MA and Exit 3 in Westfield, MA providing for access to the Town of Blandford. 

 E. McVey Seconded for discussion 

 All in Favor 

 

Letendre noted the reason we are rescinding this was because we are going to move it to the Federal election in 
November.  Letendre believes this will create the most turn-out possible for this ‘incredibly important’ decision.  
E. McVey believes residents will come out to vote in a local election and sees no need to take it to the Federal 
election.  
  

 Roll Call Vote  

 C. Letendre – Aye 

 T. Ackley – Aye 

 E. McVey – Nay 

 The motion passes.  

 
b. Discuss adding the following question on a ballot during the next federal election:  “Do you favor 
 construction of a new exit on the Mass Turnpike between existing exit 2 in Lee, MA and Exit 3 in 

 Westfield, MA providing for access to the Town of Blandford?”  Or take any other action. 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to put the following question on a separate federal ballot 

 in November:  “Do you favor construction of a new exit on the Massachusetts Turnpike between 

 existing Exit 2 in Lee, MA and Exit 3 in Westfield, MA providing for access to the Town of 

 Blandford, or take any other action. 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
c. Vote to hold town meeting at a date later than normal, and absent further legislative or judicial action, 

 on or before June 30, 2020 as allowed per G.L.c.39.S. 
 
 MOTION:   C. Letendre made a motion to hold the upcoming Annual Town Meeting on June 22, 

 2020. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
d. Vote to select a rescheduled date for local municipal town election, pursuant to Section 1 of Chapter 45 of 

 the Acts of 2020 and because of the state of emergency declared by the governor pursuant to executive 
 order 591 to respond to COVID-19 
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 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to schedule the Local Municipal Town Election on June 

 27, 2020. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to go to Unfinished Business a. COVID-19 

 Update. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

e. Action: Overlay request/s to the Board of Assessors  
Garcia presented to the Board overlay release request stating that the Board of Assessors are the manager of this 
account and having already discussed with the Chair of the Board of Assessors of the spending strategy, they are 
willing to support but the request has to come from the Board of Selectmen. The strategy was developed by the 
Finance Committee as they attempt to finalize the budget for FY21. The strategy includes releasing $97,752.00 
to retire the Irene Storm Damage Debt and $25,000 to be transferred to library building stabilization totaling a 
release request of $122,752.00. Currently, there is a total of $209,131.00 in the Overlay account. This release 
will provide greater flexibility in the budget and prioritize services. Garcia noted that whatever is decided 
tonight and whatever the Board of Assessor’s determine to approve, it will need to go on the Annual Town 
Meeting Warrant. Since the library stabilization hasn’t been established yet and needs to be voted on at Town 
floor, it was suggested instead to put in the request to release $25,000 to building stabilization rather than 
library stabilization. Once the stabilization for library is approved, we can vote to transfer the amount necessary 
for the library stabilization. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to have the Board of Accessor’s Office use $97,752 from 

 the Overlay Account to retire the Irene Storm Damage debt. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to request the Board of Assessor’s to move $25,000 from 

 the Overlay Account to the Building Stabilization Account. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. COVID-19 Update 

Jennifer Girard, Board of Health, presented an update to the BOS on COVID-19.  Girard noted that not much 
has changed and to the best of our knowledge there have been no cases of confirmed COVID reported.  
Letendre asked when testing will increase.  Girard noted that there are labs being set up in the area but nothing 
is firm as of yet. Garcia mentioned the Fire Chief has been forward thinking about what we should do if we start 
to lose volunteers because of COVID.  Garcia made known to the Board he had communicated with the 
Department of Revenue and sought approval to deficit spend $6,000 should we need to hire temporary part-time 
fire fighters.  McVey suggested that because the need for these volunteers on the Fire Department is so critical 
to the well-being of the town, we should offer them payment in the short-term.  Ackley recommended we 
discuss this with the Fire Chief.  Garcia will speak to the Fire chief.  Girard noted that the area is expecting the 
virus to peak in the next 2 weeks and if that is the case, we are still looking at about 6 more weeks to be sure it’s 
considered to be ‘calming down”. 
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b. Review Draft FY21 Budget 

Letendre suggested we wait for the Finance Committee’s final review and adjustments.   
 
c. Springfield Water & Sewer PILOT Agreement Update 
Garcia reported the Town of Blandford and Springfield Water & Sewer have been working together to resolve 
Springfield Water and Sewer’s records with the Town  (and vice versa) in respect to land holdings in Blandford 
and PILOT payments (Payment In-lieu of Taxes).  Regional Resource Group (RRG) has done extensive 
research on this by reviewing every available information including deed research and has been able to produce 
a summary of all of Springfield Water and Sewer’s land holdings in Town including an updated PILOT amount 
based on the total valuations of the properties owned.  The only issue we are facing at this point is trying to get 
an accurate listing of those parcels that were purchased pre-1946 vs post-1946.  There are about 30 parcels that 
lack deep references that would let us determine the acquisition date and are identified as questionable at this 
time.  Springfield Water & Sewer will be going back to their records and see what they have on those identified 
parcels to help fill in the holes.  Besides these questionable parcels, there were others we have been able to 
reconcile and agree to PILOT payment increases of $36,428.96 on top of the current $211,245.00 they pay to 
the Town annually, totaling a revised PILOT payment to the Town of Blandford $247,673.96 based on the 
updated valuations.  Keep in mind, this does not include those remaining parcels that are questionable and are 
currently being looked into.  If RRG is correct with his conclusion of those parcels, we may see another 
increase of roughly $60,000.00 in PILOT payments in the near future.   
 
d. Update on replacing furnace at Porter Memorial Library 

M. Kronholm reported that the furnace has arrived and the duct work is being done.  The furnace will be 
installed by April 7, 2020.  The insurance company paid $3,875 after the deductible.  Garcia noted that he is 
looking into the possibility of getting some kind of cooling system installed in the Library as well. 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to request that the Finance Committee take the balance of 

 the cost of the furnace installation not paid for by the insurance company from the Reserve Fund. 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Review updated All Department Expense Report 
The Board reviewed the individual departmental expenditures which should be around 83% spent.  Letendre 
mentioned that it is in really good condition. 
 
b. Blandford 2020 Green Communities Competitive Grant submitted to the MA DOR requesting 
 $110,764 to undertake ongoing energy efficiency projects at Town Hall, Porter Memorial Library 

 and the Post Office Building. 
Garcia mentioned that there are 3 specific projects he is submitting for:  1) new energy management at Town 
Hall 2) weatherization of the Library 3) weatherization of the Post Office.  The Board reviewed the savings that 
would be accomplished yearly with these upgrades.  Garcia stated the grant request has been submitted.   
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS, IF ANY 

 

8. TABLED ITEMS: 
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a. Review updated draft policies for personnel handbook – General Administration 
b. Review draft policies for personnel handbook – Preamble; General Provision; Recruiting; Hiring 
c. Review draft policies for personal handbook – Standards of Conduct 

 
9.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 pm  
 
10.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two minutes. 

Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 

 

**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point this meeting may go into 

executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Akley, Member 
 


