
 

Town of Blandford 

 

Planning Board Meeting 

 

September 4, 2019 

 

 

Present: Rick Barnard, Sharon Barnard, Julie Mueller, Paul Martin, Sarah Simpson 

   

Call to Order:  Rick Barnard, Chair 

 

OPEN MEETING –7:00 PM 

 

Rick requested a motion to accept the August minutes. Sarah moved to accept, Sharon seconded.  Voted 

unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Syncarpha review – Rick has received prints but has not received proper documentation from engineering 

and electrical. 

 

Opened the floor up to Syncarpha.  Mark Volk of Foresight Land Services.  Forwarding plans but ongoing 

update.  Stated ‘developing site’ (for example, digging trenches that is discovering boulders).  Stated is the 

‘nature of the site’.  If they had anticipated the situation they would have included in original site plans.  

Stated that plans have changed on modules because they plan with available modules, but when it comes 

to actual build it is possible that the module presented isn’t available and therefore need to work with 

what’s available.  Mark stated resulted in increased module count by an additional 514 modules.  Stated 

doesn’t change the set up of array or water drainage.  Going through review with CC and requesting 

approval on revisions.  Green on site plan reflects boulder piles.  He also stated that any plan that reflects 

improper positioning in set back have been resolved.  

 

Mark went on to say that in most towns the language is ‘if site plan is not “substantially” changed’ that 

changes have been allowed. Rick confirmed to Mark that Blandford’s language is “any” change requires 

presentation and approval by Planning Board. 

 

Paul asked if modules produced same output?  Mark advised was 390 watt and now 380 watts.   

 

Bruce Cooper lives next door.  States everything has changed since day one. Stated all he does is “look at 

“industrial park”. Everything going in the wrong direction. Not green whatsoever.  Nothing but industrial 

look.  Devalued my land.  Seeking outside legal advice. Within 50 feet of the water, every single tree was 

clear cut.  Concern about lightning strikes.  Mrs. Cooper stated that they possess before and after photos.  

 

PB reviewed pictures presented by Coopers.  In ‘before’ picture depict trees with green hill in distance, 

‘after’ picture depicts same tree line and hill covered with solar panel bases. 

 

Back and forth exchange between PB and Coopers.  Coopers are very upset with project. 



 

Rick asked to hear from Mike Petrin. 

 

Mike advised if different panel not substantial, however in this case the layout has changed to allow 

further panels to be added. Also stated that increases decommissioning costs, which would equate to 

nullifying the original approval and that Syncarpha would need to resubmit a new plan. 

 

Mike also confirmed that it does not appear that there are final plans as to what they intend to do.   

 

Rick asked to hear from Ken from PVPC. 

 

Ken seconded Mikes concern for the cost of the decommissioning costs and the original plans.  

 

Both stated that up to the PB as to whether or not to approve plans.  Ken stated that plans shared 8/27/19 

reflects what he believes are changes that would warrant a new submission. 

 

Heated exchange between Coopers and and Syncarpha. 

 

Syncarpha stated that the set back was cleared as intended and per approved plans.  Other items have 

arisen, however as far as the trees, they did not exceed the set back. 

 

Dick Gates Chairman of CC – wanted to confirm if bylaws address line of sight.  Mike Petrin confirmed 

not in the bylaws in effect at the time of approval, line of sight is now included in new bylaws. 

 

Syncarpha stated that due to Eversource, number of poles has also increased.   

 

Rick acknowledged that he appreciates them mentioning it before doing, but that is how the full process 

should have been before action was taken. 

 

Paul expressed concerns for trying to satisfy Coopers, but also acknowledged that in reviewing the photos 

presented by the Coopers, if it was understood where the solar field would be built, it stands to reason that 

it was clear that it would be in visual field of Cooper residence. 

 

Paul asked Mr. Cooper if he attended any of the public hearings? Mrs. Cooper advised that she was 

present at first hearing and was told she would not see the field.  Mark Volk stated that in later hearings 

Kevin McCaffery had stated that the abutters “should be fine”, and that he (Mark) stated that the field 

would definitely be visible.  Sarah will review minutes from Syncarpha hearings and verify what meeting 

Mrs. Cooper was present at. 

 

Dick Gates, concerned about stability of project at this time due to no grass on one side of site and 

protection of wetlands.  Dick wanted to confirm if there is a way to build in requirement of erosion 

controls and continue to try to stabilize the site.  Rick advised that there will be no resolution this evening.   

 

Julie made a motion to have Syncarpha cease and desist until a public hearing on October 2 for the public 

to be able to review the proposed plans at the hearing.  Sharon seconded.  Aye Sharon, Rick, Julie, and 

Sarah.  Nay, Paul. 

 



Mike and Ken both stated that the plans need to be provided so that we are able to post about the hearing.  

The hearing would not be able to be held unless posting is made in time.  If Syncarpha is not able to 

satisfy the requirements of the submission then there will be no hearing. 

 

Rick asked Mr. Cooper to be sure to participate in hearing process and also told Mr. Cooper to call him if 

needed. 

 

Mike stated with the resubmission that the board has the opportunity to add whatever conditions we want.   

Rick advised that he will put Syncarpha in touch with Mike and Ken directly so that there is no missed 

communications during his absence in the month of September. 

 

All Energy 

   

Carlo Maloni for All Energy Solar proposing residential ground mounted solar project for 239 Otis Stage 

Road project.  8.54 kw.  Bylaws apply to 750 kw output.   

 

Four total parcels but not joined but all mutually owned. 

 

Carlo stated that owner is purchasing the panels and not leasing.  He also stated that two day build as only 

24 panels to be built. 

 

Rick confirmed that we will issue required notices for public hearing on October 2.   

 

Carlo thanked and advised that he will be present on October 2. 

 

 

RFP for ZONING BY-LAW STUDY with Jeanne LeClair  

 

Rick advised that concern is that the scope of the work and the people who will be doing the work are over 

qualified and seems like a lot of money.   Jeanne advised that she would be able to scale it down, wanted 

to be safe rather than sorry. 

 

Julie asked how RFP would be advertised.  Jeanne confirmed that it would be posted in all required 

locations and would also be advertised to parties that PB recommends or suggests. 

 

Rick asked about two weeks being enough time to advertise? Jeanne advised that she and Josh discussed 

and feel that it should be adequate time. 

 

Paul asked who would be facilitating the review of the RFPs? Jeanne confirmed she and Josh would be 

handling that.  Jeanne advised that she will bring all proposals to the PB that meet the requirements. She 

also confirmed that there would not be the requirement of interviews. 

 

Jeanne wanted to address qualifications of staff and stated that proposed was “ideal” circumstances, and 

that we would be able to scale back the requirements.  She recommended leaving the high end project 

participants and to reduce the minimum requirements so that we still receive applicants but the Board will 

be able to get proposals from well qualified applicants. 

 



Jeanne confirmed that setting dates to RFPs due by 10/1 and that work would start 11/1, so therefore PB 

would need to have a meeting to determine the selected applicant. 

 

Sarah moved to accept the RFP with amendments.  Paul seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

Julie confirmed that she has submitted her resignation effective October 1, 2019.   

 

Edna Wilander has submitted her application to join the PB.   

 

Sharon advised that she will also be submitting her resignation effective October 1, 2019. 

 

Sarah moved to close the meeting.  Paul seconded.  Voted unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sarah Simpson, Secretary 


