
 

Town of Blandford 

 

Planning Board Meeting 

 

August 7, 2019 

 

 

Present: Rick Barnard, Sharon Barnard, Julie Mueller, Paul Martin, Sarah Simpson 

   

Call to Order:  Rick Barnard, Chair 

 

OPEN MEETING –7:00 PM 

 

Rick requested a motion to accept the minutes. Julie moved to accept, Sharon seconded.  Voted 

unanimously. 

 

Tony Van Werkhooven, resident of North Blandford road, wanted to address concerns with Park Avenue 

solar project. 

 

He stated that due to the rainwater of the storm of August 3, the water from the basins at the Park Avenue 

solar project overflowed and flooded the street and surrounding areas. 

 

He spoke with Rene Senecal and was going to discuss Millard Road as he was concerned with the horses. 

 

Tony advised that he obtained contact information for Kurt Malin (land owner). Mr. Malin told Tony that 

the project belongs to Altus and that he would need to contact them.  Mr. Malin provided Altus’ contact 

information.  Tony contacted Altus (he has contact name if needed) and they said that they would send an 

erosion specialist.  Tony advised that he would like to meet with the specialist.  He was advised that Altus 

would get back to him after the erosion specialist inspected the site. Tony asked when that would be, Altus 

responded that it would be within a week. 

 

Rick confirmed that he had been to the site as well and that contact information for the project was not 

posted as it should be.   

 

Tony also mentioned that silt had gone into a beaver pond (the majority of which is on his property) and 

he is concerned and distressed with circumstances. 

 

Rick said that difficult situation due to court proceedings – not going to back off.  Tony also confirmed 

that both Kurt and Tony (Altus) claimed that they were tired of dealing with ‘novice town officials’.   

 

Rick advised that he would be going to the site on August 8 to meet with Alaina, the project manager. 

Tony asked if he could also attend, Rick stated yes. 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

Special Town Meeting 

 

Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws, SECTION V: 

ADMINISTRATION & SIGNS, subsection 5.2 SIGNS, category 5.2.9, by deleting language “two (2) 

square feet” contained therein and inserting in plate thereof  “six (6) square feet, & SIGNSso as to read as 

follows; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

“5.2.9 In residential areas, signs are permitted only with specific permission from the Board of Appeals.  

In this area signs shall be six (6) square feet maximum.  Location of standing signs – minimum distance 

from public right of way twelve (12) feet – from intersection twenty-five (25) feet.” 

 

Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws SECTION V: ADMINISTRATION 

& SIGNS, subsection 5.2 SIGNS, category 5.2.1, by deleting language “(except in residential zone, see 

Section 10.2.9)” contained therein and inserting in place thereof “in all districts”, so as to read as follows 

or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

“5.2.1 Maximum size: 6 square feet”  

 

Julie stated that she doesn’t think it should be any bigger than 12 square feet.   

 

Bob mentioned that it was brought up at the ZBA that the size of the building matters. 

 

Discussion ensued in regard to Blandford Ski Area sign exceeds size allowance, and also if temporary 

signage was also required to be compliant.  Julie verified any sign larger than the bylaw measures are out 

of compliance. 

 

Bob asked if temporary signage would be excluded (ie, voting signs).  Julie stated no, that the sign needs 

to be compliant with bylaws. 

 

Julie made a motion to keep verbiage from the warrants of the special town meeting for Article 15. Sharon 

seconded. Voted unanimously.  Rick abstained from vote. 

 

Sharon made a motion to keep the verbiage from the warrants of the special town meeting for Article 16.  

Julie seconded.  Voted unanimously.  Rick abstained from vote. 

 

OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mark Boomsma (10 Nye Brook Road) proposed plan for 40’ x 56’ garage.  PB reviewed site plans.  Board 

feels that plans meet requirements.  Rick and Sharon signed off on the Directions for Obtaining a Building 

Permit form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

Outside Engineering Consultants 

 

Rick obtained quote from VHB for DG Solar 2 and Blandford Sun/Otis Stage Road solar projects. 

Rick stated that fees are only charged if needed and paid by the project.  Board concurred that it is okay 

for Rick to sign contracts. 

 

Rick asked if the Board would like to be represented at the Blandford Fair in the Committee Chili 

Cookoff.  Board agreed to participate. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Syncarpha – stacking boulders in the set back and running lines through wetlands.  Items were addressed 

with Syncarpha and they said that they would resolve.  Syncarpha engineer stated that no problem.  Rick 

stated that building inspector went to site and confirmed rocks are still in set back and unresolved.  

Building inspector to revisit site to confirm.  Rick advised that he contacted project manager and said that 

he doesn’t want any stray from the site plans.   

 

Marijuana bylaws have been approved by AG.  Need to post for 2 weeks locally (currently posted).  Once 

two weeks posting has passed then need to allow for a 90 day appeal time frame.  Rick suggested that we 

not do anything with redistricting maps until the full time has passed. 

 

Julie confirmed that we will redo the zoning bylaws and rename districts so no sense in doing twice.  

Board agreed. 

 

New Solar Project 

Rolling Potato Solar. Rick accepted application and stated that Board needs to write a letter stating that 

application is conditionally accepted pending submission of full and proper information. 

 

 

Sarah moved to close the meeting.  Julie seconded.  Voted unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sarah Simpson, Secretary 


