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1. Open Session at 7:00 pm      Meeting is recorded       Meeting held at Town Hall 
 

C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk; T. Ackley, Member; J. Garcia, Town Administrator in 
attendance. 
 
2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of November 25, 2019 

 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of November 25, 2019 as 

 written 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION / PUBLIC COMMENT:  
George Reichert of Blair Road addressed the BOS with his concerns about mail delivery.  The Highway 
Superintendent was present as well to address his concerns and questions about road maintenance. 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Unfinished Business b: Review Proposal 

 from  Building Commissioner 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
4. ACTION ITEMS: 

a. Review and approve Liquor License Applications 

The Board reviewed the Liquor License Applications for The Blandford Country Store, Blandford Ski and 
Blandford Country Club. 
 

 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to approve the three 2020 Liquor License renewals as 

 applied for 

 C. Letendre Seconded for Discussion 

 All in Favor 

 

b. Review and Take Action on the Engagement Letter from Tom Scanlon for FY19 Audit 

Garcia mentioned that the audit is $4,000 less than we budgeted for Scanlon’s audit. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to accept the engagement letter from Tom Scanlon 

 for our FY19 Audit in the amount of $18,000. 

 E. McVey Seconded for Discussion 
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 MOTION:  E. McVey amended the motion to say the Town will approve the proposal letter 

 and engage Tom Scanlon for our FY19 Audit in the amount of $18,000. 

 C. Letendre Seconded the Amendment 

 All in Favor of the Amended Motion 

 

c. Review Request to Plow and Sand Beagle Club Road 

The Board received a letter of request from the residents of Beagle Club Road to maintain this private 
road in 2020. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion, per Town By-Laws, to honor the request of Beagle 

 Club Road residents to plow and sand their road in 2020. 

 T. Ackley Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 
d. Review All Department Expenditure Report 

The Selectboard reviewed the departmental expenditures to-date.   
 
e. Review and Take Action on Contract Extension with MA Department of Transportation 

 Superstructure Replacement Project of B-14-008 and B-14-010 

Garcia reported that this is for the bridge grant which expires December 31, 2019. The extension needs to 
be approved by the BOS. 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to approve the extension on the contract with the MA 

 Department of Transportation for Superstructure Replacement Project B-14-008 and B-14-

 010 as written 

 C. Letendre Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

Garcia presented three bids for this project.  Warner Bros, LLC was the lowest bid. 
 

 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to award the Blandford Tiffany Brook Bridge 

 replacement project to Warner Bros, LLC in the amount of $388,485 as bid. 

 E. McVey Seconded 

 All in Favor 

 

Letendre noted that in a discussion with Garcia, he confirmed this is within our budget, it’s a lower bid 
than we expected, MA DOT has already reviewed and approved. 
 
f. Highway Superintendent, Rene Senecal update  
The Board met with Senecal about the road improvements his department has been working on and the 
challenges encountered at the last snow due to the fact that it was a 2-day storm and one of his main 
employees is on an extended leave. Despite the challenges, Rene shared that he thinks the department did 
a good job.  It was suggested that we look into hiring a temporary full-time employee to help fill the gap 
for the one employee who is on leave. 
 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. Municipal Light Board Update – Peter Langmore 
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No update 
 
b. Review Proposed Building Fee Increases from the Building Commissioner 

Jason Forgue, Building Commissioner joined the Board of Selectmen to discuss the proposed increases.  
McVey asked what his reasoning is for increasing the fees for building inspections.  Forgue stated that he 
is looking for relative uniformity; an ability to obtain on-line permitting software (he is looking into a 
grant); and a strong belief in a balanced department where the department should be able to fund itself. 
The Board stated that they will study these proposed increases and revisit the conversation.  Forgue stated 
that this is merely a proposal, not written in stone, and his hope is that the Department can eventually self-
fund itself, move forward and keep improving. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS:  

a. Plumbing Inspector Update 
Aaron Poteat, Town Plumbing Inspector met with the Board to discuss his responsibilities with the Town, 
his fee schedule, his hope that this permitting process will be on the Town website and paper work 
organization going forward.  Letendre pointed out that he doesn’t have a fee schedule listed on the Town 
website and asked that he present a fee schedule for the Board to review and approve. Poteat shared with 
the Board that what the Town thinks it owes him for services for FY19 doesn’t agree with what he thinks 
is owed to him.  Poteat shared with the board that he should be getting $60 per inspection and not per 
permit.  With no agreement in place and no appropriate decision has been made to change the rate, the 
Board said they can’t just give him what he thinks he should be paid.  He says since the current $60 rate 
per permit is not adequate to justify his services, he suggested to the Board that the fee be changed to $60 
per inspection.  Letendre agreed we should update the fee schedule and charge accordingly moving 
forward and asked that he present a new fee schedule for the Board to review and approve for the next 
BOS meeting. 
 
b.  Application for Community Development Block Grant Funds 

Garcia mentioned there will be a meeting Thursday with the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to 
discuss a possible Community Development Block Grant for Blandford residents.  The Town will be 
putting in a competitive application for Community Development Block Grant funds specifically for 
housing rehabilitation work for residents of low to moderate income as defined by law, and also to work 
on making public buildings handicap accessible. 
 
c. Green Communities Left-Over Funds 

Garcia reported that the Green Communities fund has $45,705 of which $41,500 will go toward installing 
variable frequency drivers (VFD) on four hot water circulation pumps at the Town Hall.  This will reduce 
pump power consumption because the flow that is being bypassed back will be conserved and this will 
result in electricity savings.  Tighter pump controls will also be implemented so that they will only turn on 
when the pumps need to during unoccupied hours and this would be when outside air conditions are 
below 40 degrees F.  The VFD controls will be integrated to the existing Energy Management System.  
Overall, it is expected that the new system will save the Town $1,732 in electric costs and $3,395 in 
operation saving per year and will reduce energy consumption by approximately 37 MMBTUs annually 
which is a .8% decrease.  The remaining funds will go to the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission for 
administrative support which included administering the grant and coordinating quarterly and final reports 
to the State as well as assist with procurement.  After 100% of the funds are spent, we will look forward to 
applying for another round of these grant funds. 
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d. Berkshire Health Insurance 

After being given the directive from the Board of Selectmen to solicit a quote from MIIA for health 
insurance, he reported that their quote was slightly higher than Berkshire Health but ended up matching 
our current rate with Berkshire health.  McVey asked what they are offering as an incentive.  Garcia stated 
they are offering much better customer service and they offer to meet with employees at year end to guide 
them through the sign-up process.  Berkshire Health does not do any of that.  Garcia reported that they 
reached out to Berkshire health to discuss never responded. 
 
7.  TABLED ITEMS: 

a. Reorganize Board of Selectmen 

No Update 
 

b. Review and Approve Photovoltaic Solar PILOT Agreement with DG MA Solar, LLC: On-going 

No Update 
 

c. Review and Approve Photovoltaic Solar PILOT Agreement with Syncarpha Blandford, LLC: On-

 going 

No Update 
 
8.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm 
 
9.*EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
None 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two 

minutes. Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 

 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Akley, Member 


