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1. Open Session at 7:00 pm      Meeting is recorded       Meeting held at Town Hall 
 
*C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk; T. Ackley, Member; J. Garcia, Town Administrator 
*Cara Letendre left the Board of Selectmen meeting at 7:45 pm. 
 
2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of the Board of Selectmen of October 7, 2019 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the October 7, 2019 
 Board of Selectmen meeting as written 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
 MOTION: C. Letendre made a motion to go into recess and open the public hearing 
 Petition for Joint or Identical Pole Locations from NSTAR Electric Company DBA 
 Eversource Energy and Verizon New England to be located on the Northerly side of North 
 Blandford Road.  Request #6B920012 and #6B920012-Sole and to reconvene to the regularly 
 schedule BOS  meeting following the Eversource hearing. 
 E. McVey Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
Reconvening to the regular scheduled Board of Selectmen meeting at 7:12 pm. 
 
3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION / PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Residents of Blandford requested to speak to the Board about the current sale of their home on North 
Blandford Road.  Their concern is that they have a simultaneous closing on November 5 and the people 
who purchased their house are interested in having a horse and dog rescue on this property.  They were 
supposed to apply for a permit which takes 4-6 weeks to process.  The buyers did not apply for this in a 
timely manner.  Their concern is that this will hold up the sale of their home and are asking if the Board of 
Selectmen can help with this hardship.  The Assistant Town Clerk mentioned that this process has, indeed 
begun.  Letendre and the Assistant Town Clerk both verified that there is little that can be done to expedite 
this process as there are posting requirement, newspaper notices to be placed and wait times required in 
between.  J. Martin will reach out to the Zoning Board to see if she can help with the posting process. 
 
A resident of Blair Road asked to speak to the Board about the progress of the Highway Department and 
their lack of communication to his needs asking the Board if they can step in a help expedites the progress 
on the roads.  The resident is specifically concerned about the condition of the culverts in town.  Letendre 
mentioned that the complaints about the Highway Department are few and they have been extremely busy 
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with the new paving of many roads.  McVey feels the Highway Department employees have been well 
tasked in repairing many roads that were in bad shape.  The resident questioned the condition of Blair 
Road grading. Ackley reported the conversation he had with the Highway Superintendent stating that the 
last parts of the paving are being completed and they are now making sure the ‘aprons’ to driveways are 
all property installed.  The grading of the dirt roads is next and an outside company has already been hired 
to take care of cleaning out the culverts as the Highway Department does not have the equipment to get 
this done properly. 
    
4. ACTION ITEMS: 
a. Letter of Resignation from Joanne Grybosh as Animal Control Officer (Expire 6/30/20) 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to accept Joanne Grybosh’s resignation as Animal 
 Control Officer 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
b. Review Candidates and Appoint one to the Planning Board to Complete the Term of Sharon Barnard 
 which Expires June 30, 2023 
Garcia summarized the two candidates for the open position of the Planning Board.  McVey noted that 
only one of the candidates is in the audience.  Rick Barnard, Chairman of the Planning Board mentioned 
that both candidates are equally qualified and it was difficult to choose.  Ackley pointed out that the Board 
should be focusing on the candidate that showed up at this meeting. 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to appoint Mike Hutchins to the Planning Board to 
 replace Sharon Barnard which expires June 30, 2023. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
c. HEARING: Petition for Joint or Identical Pole Locations from NSTAR Electric Company DBA 
 Eversource Energy and Verizon New England to be Located on the Northerly Side of North 
 Blandford Road.  Request #6B920012 and #6B920012 Sole 
A representative from Eversource joined the BOS regarding the North Blandford Road petition for pole 
locations.  The Board asked several questions about location/placement and how these poles will handle 
the increased productivity of this solar field. The representative was not able to answer some of the 
questions.  
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to recess this hearing until Monday, October 28, 
 2019 at 7:00 pm 
 E. McVey Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
d. Request for 24-Hour Vehicle Use 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to table this discussion until the Highway 
 Superintendent can join the board. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
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e. Review and Approve Contract Between the Town and Mass Cultural Council, or take other  action 
 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to sign the contract between the Town of Blandford 
 and Mass Cultural Council. 
 E. McVey Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
f. Review and Take Action on Following Draft Policies from Draft Personnel Handbook – 
 Preamble; General Provisions; Recruitment; Hiring 
Garcia will forward these four sections of this draft policy to the departments for their review.   
 
g. Request from Residents of Maple Lane, as Allowed per Town By-Laws of Private Roads, that 
 Maple Lane be Plowed During the 2019-2020 Winter Season 
 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to allow the Highway Department to plow and sand 
 Maple Lane in 2019-2020 Winter Season. 
 E. McVey Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
h. Recommendation from Finance Committee on how to proceed with proposal from King 
 Information Systems for Public Records Management System 
Garcia spoke on behalf of the Finance Committee.  The King Information Systems cost will be $24,189 
with an annual maintenance cost of $600.  The Finance Committee met to work on finding the funding for 
this project and provide a recommendation.  The Finance Committee provided two recommendations 
depending on urgency.  They suggested taking the funds from the Capital Account.  The secondary 
suggestion was to budget for it through appropriation of free cash for FY2.  Garcia shared with the BOS 
that records retention is one of our priorities in Town to strengthen our Human Resource practices and to 
comply with the law and better manage our public records.  The sooner we can get this done the better, he 
said.  McVey asked about Reserve Funds.  Garcia mentioned the Finance Committee did discuss taking 
funds out of Reserve to pay for half the cost.  It was concluded by the Finance Committee that Reserve 
Funds are for unforeseen fixed liabilities and the Town Capital Fund account was the most appropriate 
and available budget to draw from to support the project..   
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to take the $24,189 out of the Town’s Capital Account 
 to institute our public records management. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. Municipal Light Board Update – Peter Langmore 
Langmore presented the latest MLB update on the Broadband progress and the placement of the 
Broadband Hut.  Ackley recommended a crane company in Springfield that will be able to handle the 
weight and size needed to move this building.  Peter spoke to the Board of Selectmen about the logistics 
of paying for police officer details during this project.  It was recommended by the Board that the Town 
does not want to take on the responsibility for this potentially massive project which should remain the 
responsibility of the contractor.  Langmore reported that most towns who are installing Broadband are 
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running over budget, however, Blandford is pretty close.  This is the reason the Governor was in 
Blandford, other than observing the Eversource core bore technology, so as to award an additional 
$5,000,000 for these projects statewide – of which Blandford would quality for about $225,000 of it. The 
estimated time line for completion will be in the fall of 2020. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Notice of Intent to Abutters (the Town) from Hull Forestlands, L.P. for Cutting at Jethro Jones 
 Road – Massachusetts Forest Cutting Practices Act 
There was a discussion about the location and preparing for this Intent to Abutters.  There were no 
objections. 
 
b. Review and Discuss Comparable Building Fees and Proposed Fee Increases from the 
 Building Commissioner 
Garcia presented the list of current fees and fee increases recommended by the Building Commissioner as 
well as fees paid in surrounding towns for the Board to study.  In the spirit of transparency, the Board 
directed the Town Administrator to share this with the public to solicit feedback from the community.  
This will be discussed at a future Board of Selectmen meeting. 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to review this information and present it at the BOS 
 meeting of November 18, 2019. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
  
c. Discuss Budget Instructions and Timeline for FY21 budget Preparation Process 
The Town Administrator met with the Finance Committee to go over the timeline for the FY21 budget 
discussions and preparation. Garcia noted that nothing is drastically different from the FY20 process.  The 
budget instructions are very similar to what has been distributed in the past.  The one difference is that we 
will be asking from departments for a level funded budget.  If there are any expected increases, 
departments are to provide a detailed explanation and be prepared to discuss with the finance committee.  
Garcia shared a visual timeline as far as what the expectations are for the individual departments. Budget 
instructions are being sent out as soon as next month hoping the departmental budget proposals will be 
reviewed and submitted by January.  At that point, the Finance Committee will begin reviewing and 
meeting with the individual departments.  McVey mentioned that this will be one of the first times in a 
long time that we will have our free-cash determination available before we actually start planning our 
budget. 
 
d. Annual Renewals of Town Liquor Licenses 
Josh spoke about the process of renewing the three liquor licenses that exist in town.  Each establishment, 
with the approval of the BOS, will be sent a letter explaining the renewal process and the time line. 
 
 MOTION:  E. McVey made a motion to direct the Town Administrator to go forward with 
 the process of renewing the liquor licenses in town. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
7. TABLED ITEMS: 
a. Reorganize Board of Selectmen- On-Going 
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No action 
 
b. Review and Approve Photovoltaic Solar Pilot Agreement with DG MA solar, LLC - On-going 
Garcia reported that the solar company agreed to the terms of the original agreement.  Their attorneys are 
reviewing and we will get to the signature phase soon. 
 
c. Review and Approve Photovoltaic Solar Pilot Agreement with Syncarpha Blandford, LLC – On-
 Going 
No action 
 
d. Demonstration of the Salt Replacement Road Treatment 
The Highway Superintendent will accompany the vendor who will be demonstrating this process at the 
October 2, 2019 BOS meeting. 
 
8.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm 
 
9 **EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and limited to two 
minutes. Participation / public comment is only limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items only. 
 
**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point this meeting may go 
into executive section if Selectboard finds it warranted.  
 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 
Left Meeting at 7:45 pm___________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
______________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Akley, Member 
 

 
 


