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OPEN SESSION 7:00 pm       Meeting held at Town Hall 
 
C. Letendre, Chairman; E. McVey, Clerk-Absent; T. Ackley, Member; J. Garcia, Town Administrator in 
attendance. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm      Meeting is recorded   
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Action Item c. Petition for Joint or 
 Identical Pole Locations #6B92001; #6B920008; #6B920013 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
2.  EXAMINATION OF RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
a. Examination of the Meeting Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting August 19, 2019 
 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of August 19, 2019 as 
 written.   
 C. Letendre Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
b. COA Gifted Vehicle 
C. Letendre mentioned that the Council on Aging is looking at the option of accepting a vehicle as a gift 
for the purpose of aiding the elderly in Town.  Tom Ackley noted that we should first find out what the 
insurance will cost and Letendre and Ackley agreed that this vehicle should be inspected by a certified 
mechanic as well.  Garcia will check with Town Counsel to see if a special vote from the town is need for 
COA to accept a gifted vehicle.   
 
3. *AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION / PUBLIC COMMENT:  
a. Planning Board Update 
Paul Martin, Member of the Planning Board provided an update on the Board’s progress.  There will be a 
public meeting on October 2 with Syncarpha.  They will be issuing new plans to the Planning Board for 
review reflecting the changes to date. He noted the excessive amount of time board members are spending 
on these solar projects and recommending that the Chairmen of these boards be compensated a bit for 
their time.  Cara suggested that maybe a beginning solution to this problem would be to hire a part time 
clerical person to assist in the large amount of paperwork necessary. 
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4. ACTION ITEMS: 
a. Draft Vehicle Use Policy Review - Ongoing 
b. Draft Credit Card Use Policy Review – Ongoing 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to table items 4a and 4b for further review. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
c. Public Hearing – Petition for Joint or Identical Pole Locations from NSTAR Electric 
 Company DBA Eversource Energy and Verizon New England to be located along and 
 across the western side of Chester Road and Huntington Road.  Request #6B920011; 
 #6B920008; #6B920013. 
Garcia addressed the Board and the residence in a brief explanation of the petition for joint or identical 
pole locations to be located on Chester Road and Huntington Road.  Daniel Rivera, new Service 
Technician from Eversource, joined the Board of Selectmen to answer questions about this process.  
Several questions were taken from residents in the audience.  A particular concern was raised regarding 
whether or not Eversource is planning for enough upgrades on their infrastructure to maintain needs of 
now and into the future.  Mr. Rivera explained that there is a dual purpose; these poles will be stronger 
and higher in order to handle the power coming required for the solar farms as well as upgrading these 
poles for future use as well. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to approve the petition for joint or identical pole 
 locations from NSTAR Electric Company DBA Eversource Energy and Verizon New 
 England to be located along and across the western side of Chester Road and Huntington 
 Road.  Request #6B920011; #6B920008; #6B920013. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Unfinished Business d. Centralization of 
 Management of Public Records 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
     
d. Review Draft RFQ for Landscape Work at Watson Park & Bicentennial Park. 
Garcia shared with the BOS the draft RFQ to solicit services from a qualified vendor to provide 
landscaping and garden renovation services at Watson Park and Bicentennial Park.  Garcia mentioned he 
had worked with members of the Historical Commission to determine the project scope and shared with 
the Commission the draft RFQ.  Letendre noted that she has no problem with the draft request for 
quotation and the idea of doing this much-needed landscape work in the parks.  Garcia will go forward 
with the procurement process.  He has stated that he plans to continue to work with members of the 
Historical Commission going forward. 
 
 
e. Review and Approve Contract with Liberty Hill Tree Care, LLC for tree work at Watson 
 Park. 
This was already approved at a previous meeting. 
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5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
a. Review and Approve Photovoltaic Solar PILOT Agreement with DG Massachusetts Solar, LLC. 
 
 MOTION:   C. Letendre made a motion to table 5a for further review. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
b. Review Goals and Objectives of the Blandford Fire Chief 
Chief Ed Harvey met with the Board to review the progress of his department. 
 -Rescue 4:  Now in service 
 -MIIA Grant submitted 
 -Conducting “stop the bleed” and CPR classes for the public as well as staff 
 -Passed annual hose and ladder testing for safety and NFPA compliance 
 -Mask fit setting was done for the interior firefighters 
 -No problems at the Blandford Fair this year 
 -Working on a fire prevention event in Town – tentatively 10/12 
 -Capital needs:  Purchase SCBA and PPE gear – air packs for the fire staff was already agreed at  
  special town meeting. 
The Chief will update the Board again in 2 months.  
 
c. Highway Department Updates 
Rene Senecal gave an update on the roads in town.  He reported that it has been hectic but successful so 
far. If all goes well:  Huntington Road will be done Wednesday; Birch Hill Road Tuesday; the South 
Street; Glasgow and the Library Parking Lot; Sunset Street; Wyman Street; Kaolin Road; and Chester 
Road from the Chester town line back to where the new road stopped 5 years ago. Rene gave his 
recommendations for maintaining and protecting our roads this winter.  He requested that the Board agree 
to allow him to use the F350 to and from work 
 
 MOTION:  T. Ackley made a motion to allow the Highway Superintendent to use the F350 
 truck for travel between home and work. 
 
C. Letendre recommended the Board hold this decision for the return of Eric McVey who has been away 
for work related training. 
 
 AMENDED MOTION:  T. Ackley rescinded his motion. 
 
d. Centralization and Management of Public Records Update 
A representative from King Information Systems reported the outcome of their initial study determining 
how the Town records will be archived and where they will be stored.  He admitted that there are some 
challenges to deal with but he is confident that this project can be accomplished and organized for future 
use and easy access to important information.  He noted that there are a lot of things that will be discarded 
as allowed by law, however, these records cannot be discarded without the approval of the Secretary of 
State. This program will identify the files and dates that these records may be discarded and the company 
will assist the Town in annual updating of this process. Their summary is that their report contains all of 
the necessary ingredients needed for a records-management program with regard to our archival records.  
Implementation of their recommendations will allow a reduction of overhead, increased efficiency, 
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expedite service and minimize the risk of legal exposure.  C. Letendre inquired about the funding for this 
project.  Garcia suggested we meet with Finance and if it can’t be found in the FY20 budget, we could 
include it in the FY21 budget.  Josh mentioned that he and Mary Kronholm sat through the full 
presentation and not only will this resolve some clutter issues, but this will keep us organized and in line 
with the law.  He stated this information will be easily access and it’s important to have this information 
available and easily accessible to employees 20-30 years out. 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to forward the proposal from King Information 
 Systems to the Finance Committee for review and provide a recommendation. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
e. Review and approve Photovoltaic Solar PILOT Agreement with Syncarpha Blandford,  LLC. 
 
 MOTION:   C. Letendre made a motion to table 5e for further review. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to move to Unfinished Business 5b: Review Goals 
 and Objectives of Fire Chief. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Review Draft Personnel Policy 
 
 MOTION:  C. Letendre made a motion to table this discussion for further review. 
 T. Ackley Seconded 
 All in Favor 
 
b. Petition for Joint or Identical Pole Locations from NSTAR Electric Company DBA 
 Eversource Energy and Verizon New England to be located on southern side of Otis  Stage 
 Road.  Request #6B920618. 
Garcia stated that this item is for informational purpose and will come up for a hearing at the September 
23, 2019 BOS meeting. 
 
7.  MEETING ADJOURNED: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:06 pm 
 
8**EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
None 
 
*NOTE:  Audience participation / public comment is welcome only when acknowledged by the Chair and is limited to two 
minutes. Participation / public comment is limited to Blandford residents and can only comment on agenda items. 
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**NOTE:  Agenda may include items not reasonably expected 48 hours before the meeting.  At any point, this meeting may go 
into executive section if the Board of Selectmen find it warranted. 
 
Submitted by: Joann Martin 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 
______________________________    
Cara Letendre, Chairman     
 
 
Absent________________________ 
Eric McVey, Clerk 
 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Akley, Member 

 
 


