
Town of Blandford 
 

Public Hearing Minutes 
 

Syncarpha Solar 
 

August 1, 2018 
 

Present: Rick Barnard, Julie Mueller, Jeff Allen, Sharon Barnard, Sarah Simpson 
 
Call to Order:  Rick Barnard, Chair 

1. Chair opened public Hearing  
2. Chair introduced parties 

a. Carter McCann, Syncarpha Solar 
b. Marc Volk, Foresight Land Services, Consultants for Syncarpha 
c. Susan Westa, Consultant from PVPC 

3. Proponent explained proposal and supplemental changes due to peer review 
4. Board Members ask questions 
5. Chair opens Hearing to attendees 
6. Board ask follow-up questions 
7. If Board determines they have all of the information required to render their 

decision a motion/second/vote is made to identify specifically what additional 
information is required and who shall provide it. 

8. Motion is made to continue the Hearing to a specific date/time/location 
9. Once Public Hearing is closed no more information or testimony can be taken 
10. Board deliberations will take place after the Public Hearing is closed. 

 
Mr. Volk of Foresight Land Services explained existing condition plans. 
 
The site is 75 acres, fully wooded and including wetlands, logged in the last 2 years, with 
logging roads throughout the property.   
 
Stone roads, with a maximum grade of 14%, are proposed and have been approved by the 
Fire Chief. 
 
Electric poles will be placed by the entrance, as required by Eversource. 
 
Each solar field will be fenced and gated, but will allow access between fencing for 
wildlife. 
 
There will be a 100’ border all the way around the property. 
 
Michael Petrin of VHB reviewed the peer review, siting that no grading information was 
provided, there are no plans for lighting, and the decommissioning bond should be set at 
$36,000.  (See Peer Review for further details.) 
 



Selectman Bill Levakis cited concerns regarding fire. 
 
Carter McCann of Syncarpha confirmed that there are two shut offs available, and that 
the powers shuts off from panels to grid.  Inverters see shut down based upon panel shut 
down, and shuts down AC (high) voltage.  Mr. McCann assured Selectman Levakis that 
there is no danger to the fire department. 
 
Jeff Allen also clarified that the fire department has met with Syncarpha representatives 
and that there will be on site training, inspections, and emergency response plans. 
 
Lloyd Martin (resides across the street from property) expressed concern in regard to the 
power lines, stating that he has been advised that current wiring is not sufficient (is 
currently capable of 8 kv) and would need to be upgraded to 23 kv.   
 
Mr. McCann of Syncarpha confirmed that the lines will be upgraded to 23 kv, and paid 
for by Syncarpha, from the site to the substation (estimated 1.7 miles). 
 
Colleen Doyle of the Conservation Committee and North Blandford Road resident, 
suggested a transportation plan, specifically to specify route and allowance of vehicles 
due to condition of North Blandford Road.  Mr. Volk of Foresight Land Services 
confirmed that once contract has been approved, a transportation plan can be proposed. 
 
Barbara Boulay, another North Blandford Road resident, raised concerns for water pipes 
which run under North Blandford Road and expressed concern that they are most likely 
older pipes and could suffer further damage from construction vehicles at project. 
 
Debbie Robbins, a Gore Road resident, expressed concern that Chester Road is a main 
bus route, and was concerned for bus transportation and children’s exposure to 
construction vehicles. 
 
Mr. McCann of Syncarpha advised that the project will not be starting this fall and once 
commenced will be done during business hours. 
 
Selectman Levakis stressed that police will get involved if trucks are stationary and that 
Syncarpha should consider a police detail if there is going to be a multitude of trucks 
blocking street access. 
 
Valerie Cooper, an abutter, asked if panels will face her property.  Mr. McCann of 
Syncarpha advised that panels will face South, away from her property, and reiterated 
that there will be a 100’ buffer with 80’-90’ of trees. 
 
Ms. Cooper asked for time frame for construction.  Mr. McCann of Syncarpha stated 
once started, 4-6 months of work, starting in the spring, and hopefully concluding by 
June or July 2019.  Construction would be done during daytime hours (7 AM – 3 PM), 
and that no lighting will be required once construction is complete. 
 



Valerie Cooper stated that the construction company should not use Beulah Land Road 
due to bus stops and bus transportation needs. 
 
Mr. Volk, of Foresight Land Services advised that there will be plenty of space within the 
site for staging and trucks. 
 
Lucia Sullivan asked where the power would be going.  Mr. McCann of Syncarpha 
confirmed that power would be shared with the community and that residents could 
purchase credits and potentially save 15-20% per month. 
 
Selectman Levakis asked if the solar field will be on poured cement or cinder blocks.  
Mr. McCann of Syncarpha explained that there are no concrete pads on site, except for 
the transformers and batteries, and that the solar field itself is done with screw/pin panels. 
 
Debbie Robbins, resident, inquired how residents would be informed of savings.  Mr. 
McCann of Syncarpha advised that a town meeting can be established, as well as post 
card mailings, and notification on the town website. 
 
Colleen Doyle of the Conservation Committee asked who is responsible for enforcement 
of contract conditions, due to the current status of Park Avenue solar project.  It was 
confirmed that once a building permit is issued, the building inspector would be 
responsible for enforcement. 
 
Mr. McCann of Syncarpha explained that Syncarpha will pay property taxes, as well as 
solar taxes. 
 
Mr. McCann of Syncarpha proposed a decommissioning bond of $80,000.  Rick Barnard, 
Chairmain, stated that the Planning Board would be more comfortable with $120,000. 
 
Continued Hearing: 
It was motioned by Rick Barnard, Chair, seconded by Sharon Barnard to continue the 
hearing until August 22, 2018 at 6 PM.  Motion passed unanimously to continue hearing 
to August 8, 2018 at 6:00 PM, Blandford Town Hall.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Simpson, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Town of Blandford 

Planning Board Minutes 
August 1, 2018 

 
Present:  Rick Barnard, Sharon Barnard, Julie Mueller, Jeff Allen, Sarah Simpson 
 
OPEN MEETING – 7:25 PM 
Rick Barnard, Chairman, motioned to approve meeting minutes from July 11, 2018 
meeting.  Jeff Allen seconded the motion – motion passed unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Louis Daviau of 38 North Blandford Road, seeking approval for 20’ x 20’ shed for tractor 
equipment at address cited.  Plans meet all requirements.  Plans approved. 
 
Park Avenue Solar Decommissioning Bond:  Attorney for Park Avenue rewrote contract 
and sent to attorney for review.   
 
Planning Board members reviewed the site plans and confirmed that there are no 
violations. 
 
It was motioned by Jeff Allen to adjourn the meeting.  Sharon Barnard seconded.    
Motion passed unanimously to adjourn meeting at 7:55 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


