
 
  TOWN OF BLANDFORD 

Water Department, Minutes 

May 20, 2015 
 

Attendance:  Gordon Avery, William Levakis, Brad Curry & Andrew Montanaro  

Open Meeting:  

5:15 p.m. Mr. Levakis formally called meeting to order, provided notice that meeting will be 

recorded.   

  

Posted Agenda Items: 

1. Re-assign Positions:  Mr. Curry motion to appoint Bill Levakis to Chair of Water 

Commissioners, Mr. Avery second, unanimous vote.  Mr. Levakis motion to make Mr. 

Curry Clerk of the Water Commissioners, Mr. Avery second, unanimous vote.   

2. Review Procedures:  

a. Discussed funding and budget 

b. Valve exercising and get out of flushing program.   

i. Look into funding and clearing up dead ends.   

ii. Possibly loop Glascow Road.   

1. Mr. Levakis:  looping this to Wyman Road is difficult as is 

wetlands.   

2. Mr. Avery: look into easements 

3. Possible put bleeder hydrants on there.  

3. Mr. Curry motion to approve abatement for Blandford Country Club, Mr. Avery second, 

unanimous vote. 

 

Old Business: 

1. Mr. Levakis updated Mr. Avery on North Street Bridge project.  Setting up a meeting 

with DOT Engineer Peter Niles.  Discussed possibly re-using pipe under bridge and 

adding insulating sleeve.   

a. New pipe on top of the bridge has been fused and will not leak. 

2. Color Code Hydrants:  for Fire Department with flow rates.  Color code flags so can see 

in winter and provide map to Fire Department.   

3. Solar Panels:  Mr. Avery will contact some companies to come down and check out the 

plant and give us some prices.  Estimate 300 panels on that building, 81,000 KW.  

ESRAC Money is paid to us by electric company if we generate more than we use, used 

to pay off loan on solar panels.  After 10 years own the panels, good for 25 years.  Have 

own micro inverters so entire system doesn’t shut down.   Have heaters to prevent snow 

build-up.  Discussed looking into net generation to reduce electric rates.   

4. Gate Valves:  Discussed current system, all done by hand.   

5. Leaks:  updated Mr. Avery on current leaks, one on Kaolin, and one on Main Street to 

work on in FY16. 



6. Bleeding Hydrants:  will get clear well numbers to Mr. Avery. 

7. SCADA System:  all brand new, replaced after lightning strike. 

8. Meters:  about 60 more to read and then look into software and guns.  Interested in 

understanding where most of usage is coming from.  Will be able to shoot from Town 

Hall parking lot about 90% of meters without having to drive around.   

a. Double meter tax: if you have an apartment, are charged for two meters even 

though only have one line.  Many residents disagree with this.  Mr. Avery, can 

understand usage, but not double debt.  Mr. Levakis: we have a debt in this town 

that we have to pay, we can only give so many abatements.  If you have a 3 unit 

house, we have to charge for 2 meters.  Charge the homeowners as the renters 

often leave without paying and we can’t put a lien on renters.   

b. Mr. Montanaro:  How do you determine if there is a renter? 

c. Mr. Levakis: We determine if there is a renter based on assessor.   

d. Mr. Avery:  Once we go to meters, this will all be null and void. 

e. Debt Payments:  paid for duration of loan.  Even when reading meters. 

f. Any money still owed to us from the State?  No, went through Rural 

Development with a 50/50 loan grant, best deal we could get at the time and the 

State was demanding that we do it.  Our THM’s had gone up at the time and we 

lost our waiver and had no choice.  

9. Lab Testing:  Mr. Avery, why use lab in Pittsfield when there is a closer lab in Westfield?  

Will follow-up with Mr. St. Martin.  Mr. Levakis:  we don’t use Pittsfield anymore.  Mr. 

Avery: we can have Fed-ex deliver for us too. 

10. Tax Collector Grant Class: Board discussed signing letter to authorize payment of grant 

class.  Was posted in the Tax Collector’s account, however previously the Water 

Department had stated they would fund it.  The Tax Collector has not written any grants 

for the Water Department this year. Did not sign.  Mr. Curry will follow-up with June 

Massee as to what she has done for the Water Department and what she plans to do.  We 

would like a written update on what she has done thus far and what the hold-up is. 

11. Discussed Water Break Repair Process: 

a. Will provide Mr. Avery with contact information. 

b. Have a Water Commissioner there as a Field Commissioner to oversee and must 

know where to turn water off and how to get it back online.  Sometimes use 

contractor to dig the hole. 

 

New Business: 

1. Ozone Generators:  currently leaking, replaced tubing with Teflon.   

2. Cara look into running plant at night to cut down on cost.  Currently run 24 hrs per day to 

keep small flow going. 

3. Fire Usage Tax: to those not on water line for use of water in Fire Department.  We 

currently charge Town Hall, Fire Department and Highway.  Could put that money 

straight towards the debt.  Mr. Levakis will look into.   

4. Hydrant on Kaolin Road:  discussed tree in way of hydrant on Kaolin Road.  May need to 

remove stump.  Causing small pond in yards.  Is located 3 feet off the road in the swale.  

Mr. Curry will take a look at. 

 

 

2:18 p.m. Mr. Levakis motion to adjourn meeting, Mr. Curry second, unanimous vote. 

  

Submitted by: 

Cara Letendre 

 



_______________________________  ______________________________ 

William Levakis - Chair    Brad Curry- Clerk 
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Gordon Avery - Member 

 

 

 

 


