
 
  TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
Water Department, Minutes 

June 23, 2016 
 

Attendance:  Gordon Avery, William Levakis, Brad Curry, Bernie St. Marten and Norene St. 

Marten, Cara Letendre - Secretary 

 

Open Meeting:  

4:00 p.m. Mr. Levakis formally called meeting to order, provided notice that meeting will be 

recorded.   
  

New Business: 

1. Minutes: Mr. Avery motion to approve meeting minutes from May 5, 2016 and June 6, 

2016 as written, Mr. Levakis second, unanimous vote. 
2. Operator Salaries: 

a. Mr. St. Martin: if we stop doing the sampling, back flow testing and biologicals 

then we can manage the plant within the salary you are proposing.  This would 
reduce the amount of money I spend on gas and vehicle wear and tear.  When I 

was on salary before, I was paid out of the other labor account to do these jobs. I 

could get a job in Whately in the evenings to make up for the difference in pay.  
This plant requires 4 hours per day to operate.   

b. Mrs. St. Martin: If I do road detail or lawn care etc. will it come out of the other 

labor account?  Commissioners – yes 

c. Mr. Avery: we figured the salaries based on 5 hours a day even though there are 
only 4 hours required to give a little cushion. 

i. Mr. St. Martin: most weeks Norene works more than that.  For example 

when we do the filters it takes about 4 ½ hrs just to clean them. 
ii. Mr. Avery: some days will be less and some more.  That is why we built 

in the cushion.  The filters are above and beyond and would be paid out 

of other labor, as is the sampling.  We left an extra $3,000 or so in the 
Plant Operator account to use for sampling.  (discussed putting in a 

Sampling line item) 

iii. Mr. St. Martin: I used to have a separate line item for other hours.  What 

about alarms and outages? 

1. Mr. Avery: there is a three hour minimum for call-ins.  Salary is 

for regular hours only. 

2. Mr. Levakis: please detail your hours so we know where to pull 
from.  Bernie and Norene agreed to highlight any other labor on 

time sheets.   



3. Mr. St. Martin: Bill, you call us out all of the time for 

emergencies, shouldn’t you let the other Commissioners know?  
Mr. Levakis – yes 

d. Mr. St. Martin: the EDA has new requirements.  We may have to meet up at the 

plant with them and discuss discharge.  Every year we are given more work to 

do.   
3. Work at the Plant: Mr. Avery needs the length of pipe needed for chemical feed lines.  

Will order the lengths so don’t have to splice.  Mr. St. Martin will get him measurements. 

4. Fair grounds: Mr. Avery will get meters. 
5. Abatement: Mrs. Stockseth called to ask about her abatement filed for 3

rd
 quarter.  Cara 

did not receive it, possibly lost in billing.  Mr. Curry motion to approve abatement for 3 

Kaolin Road for $41.50 for the 3
rd

 quarter FY16, Mr. Levakis second, unanimous vote. 
6. DWSRF loan/grant: (state revolving fund) Cara forwarded application and guide to 

Commissioners. 

a. Discussed funding to replace the line at the end of Chester Road where it is 

spliced to fix pressure issues.  Mr. Levakis will follow-up 

7. 25 North St: residents were on well water and their well broke last week.  They contacted 

us about hooking up to town water.  Mr. Levakis has been on site working with the 

owner.  They found the shut off and Jeremy located the line.  The line is solid from not 
running water through it for so long.  They have to either cut across the road or bore 

under it to replace the line.  Discussed moving the shutoff to the other side of the road for 

easier access in the future.   
a. Funding for this project: from the gate valve to the house is the homeowner’s 

responsibility.  Since it’s on the other side of the road should we help with the 

section under the road?   

i. Brad & Gordon – no, we have to follow set procedures, as we did 
recently on Glasgow.   

ii. Mr. Levakis: in the past we have helped people whose lines crossed the 

roads.  It is unfair to owners. 
iii. Mr. Avery: what if someone builds a new house and a line is across the 

street?   

iv. Mr. Levakis: we need to clear up the policy and hook-up price. 

v. Mr. Avery: in Springfield the residents pay.  The guy on Glasgow had to 
pay for the line.   

vi. Board agreed that the Water Department would not cover the costs. 

vii. Note: look into other houses on the line that aren’t paying for water. 
 

Old Business: 

1. Write up:  
a. Mr. Levakis: I don’t believe the Attorneys know the whole situation.  I know 

people personally and accept the explanation.  This is not a good direction to go 

in.  I am tabling this indefinitely.  I am satisfied with the switch to salary.   

b. Mr. Avery: I spoke with the attorney at length.  They recommended this write-up.  
I don’t want to go backwards either but I don’t want to leave us liable.  I would 

ask that you please speak with the attorney. 

c. Mr. Curry: I would like to move forward.  Bill, please call the attorney and speak 
with him directly.  I thought that going to salary would solve this issue. 

d. Mr. Levakis:  I will follow-up with the attorney. 

e. Mr. Avery: it should be noted in the file as how we pro-actively handled it. 
2. Pacific Ozone Service Agreement: don’t want to sign the agreement until get word back 

about compensation.  Cara will follow-up. 



3. Glasgow Road: reviewed bid from J.P. Prescott.  Agreed. 

a. Need to set-up a walk through 

b. Publish a bid in the central registry, approximate cost $35,000 - $40,000 

c. We are supplying parts and materials 

d. We are running up to existing lines 

e. Ad in two papers (Eagle and Republican) 
f. Post out front one week before the bid is due 

 

 
5:38 p.m. Mr. Levakis motion to adjourn meeting, Mr. Avery second, unanimous vote. 

  

Submitted by: 
Cara Letendre 

 

_______________________________  ______________________________ 

William Levakis - Chair    Brad Curry – Clerk 
 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Gordon Avery - Member 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


